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Here is the complete story of the new OHV-V8's, 





prepared by two of America's foremost auvtomo- 


tive writers, Grif Borgeson and Gene Jaderquist. 


The New Engines is a complete manual with 
accurate discussion of each make, telling of de- 
velopment, research and production, with hun- 
dreds of photos and charts — even hopping up 
dope by such experts as Clay Smith, Ray Brown, 
Ak Miller and others. 
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New Engines 










is must reading. Order your 
copy Today 
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4949 hollywood blvd. 

hollywood 27, calif. 

Please send me a copy of The New Engines. 
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when you give HOP UP and MOTOR LIFE 


HOP UP and MOTOR LIFE is a cover-to-cover gift for the car fan. He can’t 
put it down till he’s through. 

Each month for a year — 12 interesting issues — he’ll enjoy HOP UP and 
MOTOR LIFE. It is crammed with the reading he wants. Such highlights as 
Indianapolis, the Mexican road race, Bonneville and others are covered. 
He’ll get the latest information on the finest cars and engines, and how-to- 
do-it information that will let him see how the experts are doing it. And of 
course there’s the latest from Detroit, and the news of the field. 


You can’t get around it! He'll enjoy HOP UP and 
MOTOR LIFE. Why not subscribe for him — today? 


One year : Quinn Publications Inc. 
penne 4949 Hollywood Blvd. 


Two years $5.00 Hollywood 27, Calif. 
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ing area. Allin all, thisis ROD & CUSTOM’s 
first attempt at covering the Bonneville Speed 
Trials and it is hoped that you have as much 
fum reading it as we had im writing it. 


Many times in the past we have given you 
helpful tips on various ideas which, we hope, 
have helped you to clearly understand how to 
do a particular thing to your car without 
having to rely on an outside source which, as 
is usually the case, runs into a considerable 
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satisfaction, that it worked without a hitch 
and, in addition, that only a 
amount of time was required to complete the 
installation. Therefore, we felt that the idea 
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BLUE CHROME? 


I’m very interested in the car on your 
September cover. I'd like to know how the 
owner of the Chevy managed to attain the 
blue chrome on his front bumper and =. 
Did he take the chrome to a 
Honest, I’m serious, I like that blue —_ 
I am a custom car fan and the blue chrome 
simply “sends me”. Can you tell me how the 
owner got it that way? 

Los Angeles, Cal. 


Stan Pisnavich 

© If someone could introduce color to 
chrome they would stand a good chance of 
making a sizeable fortune over night. Sorry, 
Stan, the blue tint on Bob Borst’s front 


bumper and grille is merely reflection from 
the sky. 


WHERE STILL HEARING ABOUT 
THE “SQUIRRELS”. 


We wish to comment on your Editorial con- 
cerning the “squirrels”. We think that there 
would be fewer “squirrels” and less accidents 
if the police and the rodders cooperated a 
little more with each other. As it is, there is 
no cooperation but we feel that the rodders 
would y to get together with officials 
if. given half a chance and if the police 
showed interest in them other than pouncing 


onthem at every opportunity. 
Jack Bergan 
Jim Tustin Philadelphia, Penna. 





© That used to be the case but, gradually, 
more and more club wm 9 are being helped 
by various officials, thank goodness. 
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CUSTOM SHOP QUERY 


I am a reader of your magazine —I might 

int out a recent reader —and so far have 

nm unable to find any information as to the 
location of a custom shop in the San 
Francisco, Berkeley or Oakland area. 

I have a 1941 Lincoln Continental on which 
I would like to have some work done; the 
chrome re-chromed, a little dechroming and 
a paint job. 

ao d greatly appreciate what ever in- 
formation you might be able to give me con- 
cerning a quality shop—one which does an 
excellent job of chroming, customizing and 
painting and who are not robbers. 


Talbert Pederson Mill Valley, Calif. 


© There are several good shops in your area 
but I believe you'll find that they all send 
their chrome work to a specialty shop —I 
know of no body shop that does their own 
plating. Among the quality shops in your 
area are Joe Bailon of San Leandro and 
Vann’s of Oakland. 


“WE'RE FLATTERED” DEPT. 


I want to congratulate you on your R & C 
magazine. The smaller size is convenient and 
easy to handle. Keep up the good work, 
which has been your policy with HOP UP, 
and I’m sure R & C will be a hit. 
William Clashie Kennet, New York 


Just thought I'd drop you a line to tell 
you how much I enjoy R & C magazine. I 
want to thank everyone who is responsible 
for making this book ible for me, and 
for everyone else, to read. Th Thanks, thanks and 


more thanks! 
Terry Joe Baker Torrance, Calif. 
I have been reading R & C ever since it 
came out last May and have enjoyed it very 
much. No matter what anyone else says about 
it I like it just the way it is, pinups or not. 
I am keeping each issue for future refer- 
ence. I am only 14 now but hope to have a 
Rod someday. } particularly like your tech- 
nical articles for they are educational as well 


as of general interest. 
Bill Hagerman Monterey Park, Calif. 


© Thanks, fellas. 
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Could you please tell me what the char 
was for the body work on your “Chevy Of 
The Month” for September? I have just 
purchased a °50 Chevy standard coupe and 
plan to have it worked on but before I start I 
would like to have an = of the prices. 

Clark Spencer Corpus Christi, Texas 


© Like all work involving little more than 
straight =. prices vary in different sec- 





tions of the country. However, average prices 
should run something like this : 
Frenched headlights .......................... $45.00 
Bull nose hood and alter to fit grille $40.00 
Grille parts and mold deflector $48.00 
Remove rear fender trim -..-.-.. $35.00 
Remove deck hardware... $25.00 
Remove license lights ee 
Mount taillights in guards ..... $10.00 
Fill original taillight holes................$12.00 
Mold rear deflector to body -..... 8.00 
Remote control deck latch ...-. $25.00 
Lowering, front and rear $15.00 
Dual ex en. $45. 
Upholstery $250.00 
Paint SSS) $85.00 
Total cceseseeeee. 649,00 


Remember, this i is . only an approximation 
of prices. Also, there would be additional 
charges for whatever extra parts were used 
but the price would be d by 

work was done by the owner. 





WHAT'S THE 816 IDEA? 
Only a few short months ago in HOP a 


you were loudly and strongl voicing 
opinion against cars with the en Ht us ot 

, against cars lowered so drastically that 
even the slightest driveway oops became im- 
passable, and against cars h had been 
chopped sufficiently to make visibility zero. 
The last two features are trademarks of 
nearly all Barris Kustoms. 

Now, what do I see in R & As A feature 
story praising the beauty of Barris cars. 
Granted that the brothers Sam and George 
can do wonders with a piece of metal, but 
the fact remains that what you once frowned 
upon you are now in favor of. 

In a recent issue of R & C, I noticed the 





SS 
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tioned above. Why the reversal of opinion ? 
James Morris Pasadena, Calif. 


© As you may or may not have noticed, 
James, our masthead is not - same as that 
of the smaller sized HOP UP of a yas ink or so 
ago. The beliefs of one Editorie 
an indication of the beliefs of , true? 
However, most customizers (whether it be 
Valley Custom, Bill Babb, A Barris, 
Bailon, or Cerney, to name a few) do only 

their customers dictate. Therefore, 
though a shop may be strictly against drastic 
lowering or other unnecessary modifications 
to a car, they must lies ae the directions of 
the customer if they want to stay in business. 
We are by no means partial to any single 
custom shop, we only show pictures of cars 
in which we think the majority of our readers 
will be interested. 


We have a '50 Chevy and would like to 
customize it. What would be 
way to do it i 
different? If any of r readers could give 
us any ideas we would be thankful. 
D. W. Pahl 123 S. Main, Bellevue, Mich. 
© Many good ideas may be had by referring 
to our “Chevy Of The Month” in the Sep- 
tember issue and the prices for the work can 
be found above. If anyone would like to help 
Mr. Pahl further, his address is reprinted 


A few months ago my brother and I re- 
ceived a complimentary copy of R & C 
through the mail and we haven’t missed an 
issue since. Just keep it in its small size. 

My brother has a '46 Ford coupe which is 
dechromed completely, lowered six inches 
and has the exhaust tips protruding through 
the rear fenders. Thanks again for the fine 
magazine. 

Billy and Alvin Moore _ Big Spring, Texas 
© Thank you for your compliments, we like 
to hear nice things however, uncomplimentary 
letters also interest us, they sometimes lead 
to the discontinuing of articles and features 
that are not as well received as we expected. 
Drop us a photo of the Ford, maybe we can 
use it in Readers Customs. 
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RACING OUR cover this month is a 

strikingly beautiful little "29 A pickup 
built by rles Sugden of Salt Lake City, 
Utah. Working on the car in his spare time 
over a period of two years he succeeded in 
completing it just in time to take part in 
the recent Bonneville speed trials. 

Not being strictly a competition type car, 
many of the “Build-them-to-go-not-to-show” 
enthusiasts were visibly shaken when it suc- 
ceeded in blasting down the long straight- 
away on the salt flats at 130.62 mph. While 
this time fell short of the top time in the Cc 





Modified Roadster class of over 190 mph, it 
was far better than other competing cars not 
built for all-out racing. 

Starting out with nothing more than an 
ancient Model A pickup truck of the type 
so popular, during the past 24 years, with 
gardeners, Charles went to work removing 
the years’ accumulation of dirt, rust and 
scale. This required considerable time since 
every conceivable part of the car was so 
affected. During the rejuvenating period the 
car was entirely disassembled and all of the 
parts not to be used later were discarded. 
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Modified engine features equipment by Edel- 
brock, Howard, Harman and Collins. With help of 
a friend, owner Sugden spent 2 years on the car. 


RCHER ....... 


This included almost everything excepting 
the body itself and the frame. 

The rebuilding procedure was started off 
by the boxing of the frame. That is, welding 
a fourth side to the existing C-shape of the 
rails. This nearly doubled the strength of the 
frame and successfully eliminated the possi- 
bility of up and down twisting action. 

The Model A center crossmember was re- 
moved and one from a later V8 substituted 
in its place to carry the engine-to-be. Being 
thus completed, all of the unusable holes in 
the frame were filled to present as neat an 
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appearance as possible, 

The body received a very careful going 
over and all the unwanted holes and open- 
ings were dutifully eliminated as were the 
collection of small dents and nicks that the 
car had collected over the years. With the 
body reduced to an empty shell, the flooring 
was cut loose and welded back in a higher 
position. When replaced on the chassis, the 
body turned out to be channeled the thick- 
ness of the frame which, in this case, results 
in a drop of approximately 44% inches. 

The front suspension consists of a ’32 Ford 
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draulic brakes were i ed to overcome the 
stopping problems encountered with the 
mechanical type brakes. The radius rods, of 
the split type, were fabricated from tubin 
and fasten to the frame at their rearwar 
extremities with tie-rod fittings secured to 
a steel plate. 

The rear axle assembly was taken from a 
*41 Ford containing a 3.27 to 1 ratio. Late 
Ford wheels mount 7.10 x 15 tires in the 
rear and 6.50 x 15 tires in front, all four be- 
in wane sidewalls. 

engine compartment boasts a 59A 
block with a 3%” bore and a 4” overstroke. 
Howard supplied one of his M14 cams while 
Edelbrock took care of the heads, intake 
manifold and the pistons. The dual ignition 
was built by Harman and Collins. 

The exhaust headers were made by 
owner who spent many hours laboriously fi 
ting the piping into its proper position — no 
simple chore. The headers lead down to two 
“lakes plugs” below the body. en the 


plugs are capped, the exhaust is routed 
through two mufflers then up, just behind 
the body, to a point just below the top rail 
of the bed, then back along the bed to the 
folding tailgate. 

With the running gear components of the 
pickup pretty well along at this stage of the 
game, work was turned, again, in the direc- 
tion of the detail work — those little things 
that add so much. 

The formed instr t panel h four 
basic Stewart Warner instruments, The four 
dials indicate oil pressure, water temperature, 
fuel and amperes. In the center of the dash 
the handle for the fuel pressure pump can 
be seen. The amount of pressure in the tank 
is dutifully recorded on a separate gauge 
mounted just beneath the instrument panel. 

The stock Model A steering assembly was 
discarded in favor of a later unit from a °36 
Ford. The newer set-up results in more posi- 
tive steering and causes the little car to be 
quickly responsive. 

The handling qualities were assisted fur- 





Hood is made in three sections. Quick access 
to engine is provided by snap locks on the top 
section. Center row of louvers faces forward 
to force cooling air into engine compartment. 
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ther by the adoption of tubular shock absorb- 
ers in the rear and Houdaille shocks in front. 

Virtually every small piece of the car was 
sent to be chrome plated including the for- 
ward tubular crossmember, the headlights 
and brackets, front axle and gn 
engine accessories, windshield frame and ex- 
haust pipes. 

Further additions included the installation 
of ’39 Ford taillights on either side of the 
tailgate-mounted license plate and the three 

jece hood with an adequate number of 
anees, Upholstery included one tarpaulin 
to cover the pickup bed when it is not in 
use, and a second tarp to protect the seats 
from the Salt Lake City sun. The car may 
be driven in adverse weather for the cockpit- 
tarp can be separated behind the steering 
wheel by the use of a zipper. 

Upon completion the car was singularly 
treated with a Matador Red lacquer job 
which, together with the chrome work and 
the white sidewall tires, presents a sight that 
attracts considerable attention whenever it is 


driven on the streets of Salt Lake City. 
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Bird's-eye view shows roomy cockpit with only a 
minimum of instruments fitted into dashboard. 








Ahi a? a Bonneville National Speed Trials 

table need for a Na- 
dead as hot ns meet? We are asking this 
question because apparently many of the avid 
enthusiasts are beginning to wonder whither 
we are drifting. 

Each year general interest in this event 
becomes directed more and more toward the 
multi-thousand dollar streamliners and less 
and less toward the slowly disap 
familiar roadsters and 


not to be decided on these pages. Nev- 
> be it is felt that the situation bears 
some reviewing. 
rodding, since its inception y years 
eit ln cued Gane tended Goan ao belie 
restricted primarily to wealthy sportsmen. In 
the past, the popular belief existed that it 
was everyone's sport. If you had a Ford road- 
ster and a few dollars for speed equipment 
ee Se Se ee Se Sat eee. 
jw times have changed in the past few 
years! Now we are p' ing into the here- 
tofore “impossible” im of the true aristo- 
crats of speed. Craftsmanship, design and the 
capabilities of some of today’s super stream- 
liners rivals that of cars driven by the late 
John Cobb, Captain ~~ Eyston, Major 
“Goldie” Gardner and the late Berndt Rose- 
meyer. 


If we progress as we have in the 
gt peyote ty = 


personages are placed behind us as 
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The simplicity of the well-designed body of the 
Hooper-Brown streamliner entry ceases as the V8 
engine receives a check with outer covering off. 











all important while the method of attainment 
is, regretably, 


Even among the of the elite stream- 
liner group we find the same disregard for  %#Y, the at Indianapolis will raise quite 
accomplishments of the so-called “little & fuss if a up stock car makes 
Seed. 6 cer aumy with 0 anal, 38 So Sy en ae ee y and it 
cubic engine tra at a speed o} receives label. 
miles an hour very few le would sit up We must not overlook the possibility of 
aul tlhe. Sette, ben ates eas Renee reduced roadster owners at 
when a 600 cubic inch i 250 future meets due to the great of 
miles an hour. Conceivably, the only way _ the streamlisers. For the streamliners to 
one Go S ent inch Duel coz would the readsters as far as their sheer num- 
receive as m publicity w ‘or it to is concerned is very improbable. 
Cue w fon oo Ce OD hie eh 18 2 8 ee wo gemmnese be 
Whether or not a streamliner is a more a 
in the true sense of the word as we have ‘roadster, so those that would like to reach 
, come to know it is another point open for oar Op ee wy Se Se ARGS A Oe oe 
} discussion. Lately, all the itions of the Con’ with ) 
term “hot rod” have been rather loosely knit. __ Am outstanding example of design trend in 
Some of the definers completely neglect the streamliner class can be observed 
' type of chassis employed and state the engine examining the Hooper-Brown entry (see illus- 


that trations). This car is by far the best con- 

American engine i Needless competition. It came as no surprise that 

; » ote ae oi car received the coveted Engineering Achieve- 
cor dual ment Award at Bonneville last rc4~ 

engine combination, one Chrysler and one Ford. Dean Bachelor, the designer of the body, 
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and Carl Fleischmann, the builder of the 
are both to be highly commended 
for their flawless workmanship and their 
uncompromising attitude. Nowhere can one 
find a place Ba they have “cut corners” 
to save time or make a certain easier 
at the sacrifice of good construction practice. 
The car is even equipped with a DeDion rear 
suspension, a feature that greatly improves 
handling characteristics. BL cme builders are 
reluctant to believe that wheel suspension is 
of any great importance but we're glad to 
see that Hooper and Fleischmann had the 
right attitude. The net result is a machine 
that anyone would feel safe in while travel- 
ing at its record speed of 236.36 mph. 
Another outstanding example of possible 
future trends in the Lakester Class is the 
Vesco-Dinkins ote. This car equipped with 
a 183 cubic inch Ford “four banger”, — 
with a 4port Riley head, turned u 
utterly astonishing — of 161 mph. L 
one leg of its record-run. It is not apparent, 
14 


Underneath the beautiful exterior of Chrisman’'s 
modified coupe lies a chassis of quality work- 
manship. Bronze car turned better than 160 mph. 


at first glance, that a rather unconventional 
use of a belly tank has taken place. Closer 
examination will disclose that the tank is 
mounted backwards with a fairing covering 
the frent axle assembly. Provision was made 
for the windshield by altering the top contour 
of the tank. 

Perhaps in the foregoing paragraphs the 
impression was created that only be stream- 
liners receive the “all out” chassis treatment. 
One look at 200 _ CLUB member Art 
Chrisman’s 160 mph. coupe should certainly 
dispel this belief. car is truly a beautiful 
piece of in meh and good old Yankee 
ingenuity. Beneath the sleek exterior will be 
found a tubular frame that equals the flaw- 
less body work in skillful application and 
effort. Many will doubtless recognize the 
coupe’s nose as the hood from a 1940 Ford, 
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Astounding speed (161 mph) of this four barrel 
was partially due to the strange body design. 


but if you will look closely it will be readily 
apparent that two hoods have been employed 
in the frontal body construction of this car. 
The second hood is mounted upside down to 
form the lower contour or belly pan portion. 

The foregoing cars all illustrate a great 
deal of progress in design, progress that all 
of us like to see and deeply appreciate, but 
looking to the future we see many questions 
that must be answered. Will our future speed 
trials see fewer and fewer entrants as the 


- super-machines get further and further ahead 


of the masses, or will the super-machines 
reach a staggering number and replace the 
roadsters? These and many similar problems 
arise as time passes but only the future can 
tell the answer. 


Chet Herbert's “Beast 4" streamliner awaits the 
starting signal at entrance to the 9-mile course. 
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Fastest cor in America is Kenz 255 mph stream- 
liner. Is this an example of a true hot rod? 


Surprising speed of this sports car (203 mph) 
was due to both overall design and Chrysler V8. 
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FrroM BANGOR to San Diego and from 
Key West to Seattle there may be found, 
in almost any hamlet, town or city, one or 
more active members in the fast-growing 
ranks of custom-restyling enthusiasts. Not be- 
ing content with the look-alikes that Detroit 
gives them, these people have taken it upon 
themselves to construct cars that resemble no 
others. Naturally, a certain number of them 
are “improvements” only in the eyes of the 
builder but the greater percentage incorporate 
custom-styling treatments that are peculiarly 
exclusive to U. S. in design. 

The majority of the custom cars are not 
necessarily limited to the major population 
centers but a good many of them can be 
found in these locales and in surrounding 
communities. 

Southern California, which includes nu- 
merous towns and virtually millions of peo- 
ple, has long been noted for its number of 
restyled cars. This is probably due, in part, 








Restyled and RED 


This Mercury Custom was built at night. 





: 
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to the reasonably favorable year-ro 
er which does not cause as much damage to 
street and highway surfaces as it dees in 
East and Midwest. Too, cars are 
jected to long periods of wet or 
bad weather which plays havoc not i 

int and convertible tops but with metal 
body and chassis parts as well, 

Taking a closer look at the map that makes 
up the generalized area of Southern Cali- 


where to look for a custom car is no great 
problem. Take Bellflower, for example. 

It lies a few, well-trafficked miles from the 
heart of Los Angeles proper in a southeasterly 
direction. Situated in a favorable position, 
climate-wise, many fine-car owners have 
this town their home. 

To cite a —_ example, Dick Gnadt had 
an ordinary looking *46 Mercury convertible. 
Soon tiring of seeing what seemed like limit- 











ity j as a reasonably priced 

. This led to complications. Dick had to 
i transportation to and from 
restyling would have to pro- 

at a time without the car being 

up. While similar situations have arisen 


wood Body Works in Bellflower. Bob agreed 
to do the work in the late afternoon and 
evening and, moreover, would pick up the 
car after Dick had arrived at his job, then 
deliver it back to Dick so that he could drive 
home at midnight. 

Bob started on Dick’s car in May of °52 
and gradually pro with the work. The 
first operation called for reducing the wind- 
shield height by three inches — no simple mat- 
ter because of the work involved with cutting 
the window glass moldings, reshaping them 
and i to be re-plated. 3 % 
the particular project was completed and the 
headlights were next to receive attention. 
Again, work had to progress in stages since 
the car had to be driven at night and, natu- 
rally, the headlights had to remain operable. 
Eventually, though, this matter was out of the 
way so the remainder of the car began receiv- 
ing its share of work. 


late Ford taillights are set in hand formed 
housings which, in turn, are leaded into fender. 
Rear bumper, like front, is from ‘49 Plymouth. 
Notice that gravel shield is leaded to the body. 
18 


Removal of fender chrome and the shortened 
hood strip give car uncivttered look. Front hub- 
caps are from a 1953 Cadillac. Mild lowering job 
serves the purpose of giving car a longer look 
but does not hamper riding & handling qualities. 


Things went along like this for some time 
and Dick seeing the gradual changes 
in his car. en the final coat of lacquer 


was sprayed on at last, and the finish rubbed 
out, Dick had the “different” looking car he 
had so long dreamed about. 

Changes to the front included the french- 
ing in of the stock Merc grille frame, the 
building of a new front gravel deflector, the 
installation of a modified '51 Ford grille, the 


removal of the stock parking lights, the 

































































addition of a ’49 Plymouth front bumper and 
the insertion of fog lights in the Ford grille. 

The ornament and medallion were both 
removed from the hood of the convertible 
and the chrome side strip shortened to give 
the hood the illusion of being longer than it 
actually is. 

The stock chrome stripping on the four 
fenders was removed and the holes filled. 
This was no minor matter since this model 
Mercury had two parallel chrome strips on 
each fender and each strip had a large num- 
ber of clips to hold it in position. It was as 
though someone had blasted the fenders with 
a shotgun just before the filling operation 
was begun. 

Dick wanted to use ’51 Merc. skirts on 
the rear (the low skirts with the lip on the 
bottom) but Bob decided they wouldn’t any 
more fit on the earlier model Merc. than they 
would, say, on a jeep. “If they won’t fit, make 
*em fit!” was the answer he received, so Bob 
set to work flattening the fenders from front 
to rear to rid them of their noticeable bulge. 
After much metal shrinking, the fenders were 
finally flattened to the extent that the skirts 
would fit, but —the wheel cutouts were too 
high to be covered completely. Therefore, it 
was necessary to add a section of body metal 
to the top of the wheel openings to bring 
them down to a level where they would be 


_covered by the skirts. Too much work just 


for a set of skirts, you say? Not if you had 
your heart set on them as Dick Gnadt did. 

With the rear fenders reshaped to the 
proper contour, they were then molded to the 
body which serves to give the rear of the 
car a one-piece look. 

The deck lid was stripped of its ornamen- 
tation and the holes filled. Originally, the lid 
was unlatched electrically with the usual 
solenoid set-up but, after an unfortunate ex- 
perience, the mechanism was exchanged for 
a hydraulically operated rig. 

It seems that the battery ran down one 
day, and Dick was unable to convince the 
lid to open. Not being able to get into the 
trunk compartment by removing the rear seat 
(as is possible on some non-convertible cars), 
Dick had to resort to a large pry bar and a 
great deal of strength and elbow grease. The 
lid opened, finally, but not until the latch 
mechanism had given way and the lower latch 
plate practically torn from its mounting place. 
As a result, one of the automatic top units 
was placed in the trunk, secured in position, 
and the dash switch used to work the lid. 

Because of this hazardous experience with 
non-stock electrical set-ups, Dick decided 
against having his doors push-button oper- 


Dash is covered with leatherette to harmonize 
with interior colors. The upholstery was done 
by the Carson Top Shop. The top is removable. 
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Taillights dominate rear view of car and serve 
to widen appearance of car. Trunk lid is opened 
through use of hydraulic convertible top unit. 


ated. He left the stock handles where they 


were, a wise move. 


The Mercury taillights were discarded — 
and the holes filled—in favor of ’51 Ford 
light lenses. These were mounted in hand- 
formed housings which were, in turn, molded 
to the fenders. The installation greatly alters 
the rear of the car appearance-wise for it 
serves to widen the erwise boxy, square 
look of the Mercury. 

To finish off the back of the convertible, 
the gravel deflector was molded onto the body 
and a "49 Plymouth front bumper obtained 
to pv the stock bumper. The tips of the 
new bumper, though, didn’t fit the lines of 
the Merc. as well as might be expected, so 


(Continued on Page 65) 










““‘Bonneville”’ just didn't hapr 
fhere’s a certain amount of . . 


SALT FLAT 








L IKENED TO Central Equatorial Africa in 
both surface configuration’ and climate, 
the section of +p rime known as the Great Basin 
lies barren and under the blazin 

sun and, for oe practical purposes, is voi 

of life. Centuries ago the entire basin was 
filled with water — 19,000 square miles of it. 
Geology books will tell you that long, long 
ago an upheaval of tremendous proportions 
took place and thrust the entire area skyward 
to its present height of nearly a mile above 
sea level. 

The water, trapped there by surrounding 
mountains, some oP which towered 8,000 feet 
above the lake, began to recede slowly. Dur- 
ing the course of many hundreds of years, 
evaporation took place and, with the small 
runoff of water through canyons and under- 
ground streams, the shores of the lake re- 
treated. At one time the second largest lake 
within the continental limits of the United 
States, it had decreased to a shadow of its 
former self by the advent of the white man. 
Even so, met lake was tremendous by way of 


with other existing lakes. 

Imagine the wonderment of the first ex- 
plorers who set foot in the Great Basin area 
when they gazed across the waters and tried 
to guess what lay on the other side. The far- 
distant Western side appeared to be studded 
with islands but, in reality, they were the 


Close up of salt surface of Bonneville. The 
ridges are caused ;by salt forced up through 
cracks. The size is indicated by a film box. 
Course must be scraped before runs are made. 


tops of mountains situated even further west 
than the shores of the lake. Even at that 
relatively recent date in history the area cov- 
ered by water was of much greater propor- 
tions than that which is now known as the 
Great Salt Lake. 

Though men had known of the existence 
of the basin for a good number of years, it 
wasn’t until early in the 1870’s that much 
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exploration was attempted. While on an expe- 
dition for the U. S. Army, Captain Benjamin 
Bonneville came upon the lake, which occu- 
pied only a small portion of the ancient bed, 
and made mention of it in a subsequent re- 
port. He had been told that an earlier expe- 
dition had circumnavigated the. lake in 
canoes but this he quite strongly doubted 
due to the apparent area covered by the 
waters. Not wishing to expose his men or 
himself to thé unknown dangers that the lake 
might offer, he followed the shore line for 
awhile then turned northward heading into 
the country occupied at the time by the Crow 
Indian people. 

Because of the exploratory work done by 
Captain Bonneville in the general area sur- 
rounding the ancient lake bed, and the waters 
it contained at the time, his name has been 
given to that section of the Great Basin. In 
later years, the waters of the lake were re- 
ferred to as the Great Salt Lake but the dry 
bed still retains the Captain’s name. 


When racing against time for National and 
International records became popular in this 
country, shortly after the turn of the present 
century, it was natural that speed enthusiasts 
the world over would journey to Daytona 
Beach, Florida. The hard-packed sand along 
the Atlantic Coast at this point made pos- 
sible a straight, relatively smooth run of 
several miles. For a good many years Day- 
tona Beach was world famous as the fastest 
straightaway course. 

Through the years, as speeds gradually in- 
creased, it became realized that the sandy 
course was not equal to the demands imposed 
upon it. That is, to provide a stretch of 
ground capable of supporting sustained 
speeds approaching, eventually, the long 
sought after 300 mph mark. 

In March of 1935, Sir Malcom Campbell, 
driving his gigantic Bluebird Special, suc- 
ceeded in raising the World’s Unlimited 


Great, flat expanse is ideally suited to high 
speed racing. Line indicating the course drops 
from sight due to the curvature of the earth. 
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Reminder of salt mining operations during the 
first World War. Ancient truck is gradually 
settling into the surface, will probably be 
gone from sight within the next fifty years. 


Speed Record to 276.82 from 272.109. During 
the second leg of the record breaking run, 
the Bluebird struck an irregularity in the 
sand. The car bounced so hard that Sir 
Malcom’s goggles dropped to a point where 
his vision was momentarily impaired. Only 


by taking one hand from the wheel and push- 


ing the goggles to their former position was 
he able to see clearly. With a speed in the 
neighborhood of 300 feet per second, this 
move could have been disastrous but with 
Campbell's long experience of high speed 
driving he succeeded in controlling the car 
and bringing it, undamaged, to a stop. 

As Campbell took off his goggles he an- 
nounced to those present, and to the world in 

eneral, that Daytona Beach was finished as 
far as records for unlimited class cars were 
concerned. 

Two years before, Salt Lake City’s Ab 
Jenkins had pioneered the use of the Bonne- 
ville Salt Flats as a speed course. In the 
famous Mormon Meteor he had succeeded in 
attaining several world long-distance records 
by running his car in a great ten-mile-circum- 
ference circle. 

Campbell’s car was built ninety for 
straight runs and he correctly deci that 
if Bonneville offered an area large oe 
to support a ten mile circle then it should 
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be capable of providing a straight course of 
great length. 

Sir Malcom, his Bluebird and his crew, 
arrived at the small town of Wendover later 
in the same year and thoroughly investigated 
the salt flats. The texture of the dazzlingly 
white surface at different times of the a 
was taken into consideration as well as the 
determining of. the maximum possible dis- 
tance that would support the great weight 
of the car. It was found that the condition 
of the salt reaches its peak performance-wise 
early in the morning and that a run of 13 
miles could be used. 

While the salt remains hard enough to 
support the weight of a car during the day, 
the sun draws water to the surface making 
it hazardous to a certain degree. During the 
night, the water settles causing the surface 
to become reasonably dry. So far as is known 
the 13 mile length is the approximate maxi- 
mum that a straight course can be layed out. 
An additional seven miles could be had if it 
were not for the highway and railroad that 
bisect it in a East to West direction. 

On September 3rd, 1935, at 7:00 A.M. the 
mighty Bluebird roared to life and within a 
few moments, the car rolled across the prac- 
tically limitless surface of the salt. A few 
minutes later, Campbell’s speed was an- 
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Large billboard, erected by General Petroleum, 
marks an entrance to the Bonneville Salt Flats. 


nounced as being 304.33 mph and, as his car 
was being readied for the return run, he de- 
cided that, hereafter, Bonneville would be 
known as the greatest straight speed course 
in the world. 


Since that memorable morning Bonneville 
has been the scene of many record attempts, 
most of them successful, for both limited and 
unlimited class cars. 

The present Unlimited record stands at 
394.2 mph with one leg being timed at 
slightly over 403 mph and is held by the late 
John Cobb. He amazed the racing world when 
his Railton-Mobil Special succeeded in bet- 
tering the world land‘speed record as well as 
being the first to surpass the 400 mile mark. 
That was on September 16th, 1947. 

The particular place chosen as being the 
ultimate for attaining straight-away records 
lies near the western extremity of the salt 
flats. The nearest place of habitation is the 
railroad stop of Salduro. Ten miles to the’ 
west as the crow flies lies the town of Wend- 
over which is, peculiarly enough, split by the 
boundary line that marks the division between 
Utah and Nevada. 
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A straight line of over 100 miles in length 
can be drawn across a map of the Bonne- 
ville Salt Flats without it coming in contact 
with any surface irregularities. This great 
expanse is not entirely adaptable to racing, 
however. Several miles from the speed course 
the hard salt surface becomes increasingly 
wet and many are the luckless, daring motor- 
ists who, having ventured onto the flats, have 
had their cars become hopelessly stuck in 
the quagmire-like surface. This situation is 
particularly true during the mid-winter 
months of the year. It may be interesting 
to note here that the majority of the record 
attempts have been held close to, or during, 
the month of September. At this time the 
salt attains its dryest condition after havin 
been drenched with an average rainfall af 
from 12 to 20 inches. 

Far out on the salt one can easily realize 
why unfortunate birds have been known to 
drop from sheer exhaustion while attempting 
to fly over the area. Far-distant mountains 
can be seen in several directions from any 
point on the salt surface but the exceedingly 
clear air and the unbelievably flat surface 
cause them to seem much closer than they 
actually are. 

A trip across the salt to one of the 
“islands” is a hazardous experience and 
should not be attempted by anyone not 
familiar with existing conditions and the 
‘possibility of becoming marooned beyond 
sight of help. 

It might also be noteworthy to mention 
that the bed of salt is seemingly floating 
upon an underlying water table. In actuality, 
this is not quite true but it is possible to dig 
just a few inches into the salt and watch the 
hole partially fill with water. 

The salt, when wet, becomes quite “sticky” 
and has been known to build up inside racing 


ROD AND CUSTOM, 


aioe 1953 


car wheel wells to such an extent that it 
actually caused tire damage. This phenome- 
non can be readily observed by noting the 
salt clinging to one’s shoes after having 
walked through a particularly damp section. 

A microscopic examination brings to light 
the fact that the surface salt is, indeed, salt 
in its unrefined state. The glaring expanse 
of the surface gives one the feeling that he 
is standing upon a snow-covered prairie but, 
in ~— - it is a surface composed of tiny 
salt crystals clinging together because of the 
dampness. 

The salt — 500,000,000 tons of it —is not 
just laying there going to waste. It is being 
mined, refined and put to commercial use. 
A number of mining operations are situated 
right out on the salt. 

The salt is not “mined” as the word is 
usually used when referring to coal, silver 


old mines, rather, it is scra from the 
surface. When a particularly choice spot is 
found and subsequently scra the oper- 


ation is moved to another location — lock, 


stock and barrel. 

This very spot is the place where, during 
the early part of last September, many rec- 
ords fell by the wayside when America’s new- 
est. generation of speed enthusiasts showed 
the rest of the world their capabilities. If 
top speeds continue to increase as they have 
in the past, it is not improbable to predict 
that Bonneville, like Daytona Beach, may 
become unsuitable for top speed records. As 
far as is known, there is no place like Bonne- 
ville on the face of the globe, so the next 
move — undoubtedly many hence — may 
be to a man-made strip. o knows? 


Treachery of the Salt Flats themselves is for 
more dangerous than speeding cars during trials. 
Sign supposedly discourages wandering tourists. 
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TARTING OUT with an insurance com- 
any “total” late in 1949, Sam Dibitonto 
of Reno, Nevada, reconstructed the Mercury 


‘convertible shown on these pages from little 


more than junk. The car was only a few 
months old when Sam acquired it and, while 
repairing the extensive damage, he added 
many styling treatments as he went along. 

While the top of the car has béen reduced 
in height considerably, it is not chopped in 
the true sense of the word. Lowness was 
achieved by leaning the windshield rearward, 
then chopping the windwings and the door 
and quarter window frames in the usual man- 
ner. The original top was replaced by one 
which is padded. 3 

When the car was completed Sam felt that 
it lacked many things. First of all, it looked 
just like many other customized Mercurys 
and, second, the rear end, with the altered 
taillights and the filled deck lid gave the car 
26 


Terposeful RESTYLING 


Nevada-built Mercury custom. 


Photos by Dibitonto 





a “lopped-off” appearance. Thus, it wasn’t 
long until he tore into the car again. 

1951 Cadillac rear fenders were worked 
into the Mercury panels and the familiar 
Cadillac upswept taillight design was altered 
to resemble the Willys or Pontiac design. 
Remember, however, that both of these cars 
were still on the drawing boards at the time. 
Could it be that Detroit copied Sam’s design? 

It became necessary to rework the fender 
contour line of the door to blend in with the 
new rear fender design. The familiar dip in 
the Mercury doors was eliminated and the 
line now falls gracefully into the Cadillac 
rear fender. 

The usual Mercury grille opening was 
eliminated by reworking the panels to re- 
ceive a modified ’48 Cadillac grille. In addi- 
tion, the headlights were frenched and the 
ornamentation was removed from the hood 
and the holes filled. 
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Because the Mercury -side chrome strips 
were not particularly suited to the new de- 
sign of the rear fenders, Sam eliminated them 
by filling in the holes. Further alterations to 
the side of the car included the removing of 
the door handles. The doors are now actuated 
by small electric push buttons built from 
Ford glove compartment locks. 

Because Reno is situated at an approximate 
altitude of 4400 feet, the pulling power of 
the Mercury engine was noticeably lacking. 
Sam neatly remedied this situation by remov- 
ing the engine and replacing it with a °50 
Lincoln V8 and Hydramatic transmission. The 
front springs were replaced with those from 
a Lincoln to handle the increase in frontal 
weight. Since a good deal of cross country 
driving was in store for the car, Sam felt it 
best to use only stock parts for the conver- 
sion so he fitted a Lincoln rear end assembly 
together with the complete braking system 
from the same car. The Lincoln components 
now range from the radiator hoses to the 
differential including the steering gear which 
was used so that the added weight of the 


new engine would not put any undue strain 


on the lighter Mercury unit. 

Modifications to the engine included a % 
Iskenderian cam, hardened tappets, Edel- 
brock heads, Meyer 4-lobe ignition, headers 
and an exhaust system using two inch diam- 
eter pipe. 

The exterior of the car was completed with 
the addition of a medium blue lacquer job 
that evolved from the combining of Chinese 
Blue and green and gold toner. 


A reupholstery job of maroon and grey 
vinyl plastic took care of the interior and 
required the services of three shops. Dash 
alterations included the converting of all in- 
struments to black light and constructing of 
a speedometer which is now as accurate as 
is possible — quite different from stock speed- 
ometers. A Sun tachometer is mounted below 
the dash to the right of the steering column 
and is easily readable at a swift glance. 

Since Reno is subject to inclement weather 
for part of the year, Sam wisely decided 
against an extensive lowering job. The result 
is a mild reduction in height of but two 
inches front and rear. 
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When a V8 powered T pickup tows a competition 
coupe for over 700 miles, it means only one thing . . . 


DESTINATION 


- BONNEVILLE 


Photos & Text by the Editor 


VER SINCE he attended the 1951 Bonne- 

ville Speed Trials as a spectator, Lou 
Bingham has been waiting for the day to ar- 
rive when he could return to the scene as 
a competitor. About the time that his car 
appeared in ROD & CUSTOM (“Wheels 
Aplenty”, June, 1953) his ambition had reach- 
ed new heights and he began p ing in 
earnest. At the time the trials were still more 
than six months away, but he remembered 
the old adage, “There’s no time like the 


present”, so he set to work. 


You will remember that his 32 coupe con- 
tained a mildly reworked 36 mill but it had 
served him for many long years and its origi- 
nal punch was reduced, you might say, to 
little more than a slight nudge. 

Being in the enviable position of working 
in an auto parts store, Lou had little trouble 
in locating a 59A block. Once obtained, he 
took the block to the rear of the store and 
proceeded to bore it out to 33%”. The next 
step was to stroke a crankshaft to an even 4” 
which would give him a total piston displace- 
ment of 286 cubic inches. Next, a Spaulding 
experimental cam went into the engine to- 
gether with a set of racing pistons. 

With the block both ported and relieved, a 
set of Edelbrock 8-1 heads were bolted down 
and the same make manifold was purchased 


Just before leaving on the hazardous journey, 
Lou packs the remaining equipment into boxes. 
Trip probably would not have been undertaken 
if the resulting perils were known at the time. 
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together with two “97” carburetors. The build- 
ing was completed with the addition of Belond 
headers and soon all was in readiness for the 
installation of the engine into the °32. 

With the date. set for the Bonneville runs 
approaching at an alarming rate, Lou began 
casting about to find a desirable method of 
getting his car to the Salt Flats which lay 
some 700 miles distant. At first he, like many 
another enthusiast, considered driving the car 
to the meet but he decided to put as little 
mileage as he possibly could on the engine. 
He was also fearful of placing undue wear 
and tear on the quick change Halibrand cen- 
ter section, which was loaned to him, so he 
began to think of another method. Trailers 
were expensive — expensive to buy, build or 
rent, so he finally settled for a tow-bar. 
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What, out of water? A frequent h ing on 
the long road to Bonneville. T V8 pickup required 
more water than gasoline for the 700 mile ride. 





At least a month prior to B-day all was in 
readiness except for such finalities as ins' 
ing a roll bar, obtaining a fire extinguisher, 
mounting a bucket seat and a safety belt. One 
night he was rudely awakened from a sound 
sleep with the horrible thought that he had 
nothing with which to tow his car. 

A week of searching uncovered a rather 
crudely built T-V8—a °27 T pickup body 
mounted on °32 frame rails with a steek '32 
engine. He and the owner decided on a price 
and, once purchased, out came the stock en- 
gine and in its place was put the ’36 engine 
that formerly powered the coupe. Before the 
installation was completed, however, the °36 
engine received a much needed going over — 
cluding new rings, inserts, a valve job, hi 
compression heads and a new dual mani old. 

A quickly applied coat of paint temporarily 
hid the sins ms the original builder and, after 
a set of tires were located and mounted, the 
unorthodox looking rig was completed. 

September 3lst was B-day but with Bonne- 
ville hundreds of miles away, Lou had every- 
thing in readiness by the 29th. Into the pick- 
up went three five-gallon cans of fuel, two 
tremendous tool boxes, a wooden chest that 
contained almost enough equipment to build 
another engine, camping equipment and sup- 
plies to last for more a a week, two mount- 

ed tires — and a 

With the aaa hed being filled to over- 
flowing, the coupe was hooked on behind the 
T and the various and assundry pieces of 
equipment that wouldn’t fit into the pickup 
were loaded into the coupe. 

About this time R & C arrived upon the 
scene and measuring and fitting was begun to 
see if there was enough excess room for one, 
small Editor. There wasn’t, but we loaded 
ourselves in anyway and began asking silly 
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questions like, “When do you sup 

get there, in the morning ?”, and, “ Where con can 

we load all my camping gear and the many 

“oo of a gg oy Ly 
disregarding the 


sania and before long we were ready 
to set out. The time was late Saturday after- 
noon and more than 700 miles lay before us. 

There are several routes to follow between 
Los Angeles and Wendover, Utah, which lies 
on the edge of the salt. We discussed them 
all and eventually came to a decision on what 
we — to be the best road; however, the 
rest of the story will prove that we were far 
from right! 

Tentative plans called for the first leg of 
the journey to take us to Las Vegas, Nevada. 
There, after a bit of rest, we were to continue 
a few miles northeast, then turn northwest 
and follow our noses up through Nevada stop- 
ping to rest during the heat of the day and 
eventually approach Wendover from the south. 

Loaded down with the various essentials 
previously discussed, we rolled out of Lou’s 
driveway and began ascending the long hill 
that would bring us to the main highway. 

Everything went fine for a time and we 
excitedly chatted about the 1952 Bonneville 
meet and wondered how nmiany of the records 
would be broken this year. A half mile of 
the hill, though, proved the undoing of the 
struggling little pickup and she began to boil 
furiously. A quick check proved that we had 
the pickup loaded down with more than twice 
its own weight so instead of becoming mad 
we began to feel sorry for the valiant little 
machine. A short stop gave the engine the 
rest it needed and soon we were on our way 
again. We were nearly to the top of the hill 
and from there, we oad we would have 
smooth sailing to Wendover. 

Scarcely a hundred yards from the crest of 


A solution for the out-of-gas problem. Fuel is 
being transferred from one car to the other. 
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Not all of the country was dry, flat desert land. Here the cars are shown in the midst of the mountain 
country about midway on trip. Reason for stop? Pickup had reached the boiling point and was being 
allowed to simmer down. Shortly afterward the coupe caught fire but was saved with but a small loss. 


the hill the radiator let out its merry whistle 
anew. Still free from worry, we again called 
a halt and allowed the steaming little rig to 
simmer down a bit. 

After a brief consultation we decided to 
retrace our steps and return down the hill 
and take on some water—not only in the 
radiator but in two five-gallon cans as well. 
This was eventually accomplished after much 
en rearranging and we set out for 

endover for the second time in one day. 

Being later in the.evening, the weather had 
cooled sufficiently to allow our two car cara- 
van to barely make it up the grade and over 
the + Just as we passed over the crown of 
the hill the temperature needle disap 


from -— at the high end of the scale. We 
were off! 

In the excitement of preparing for the 
hazardous journey we had forgotten to eat 
dinner so a brief halt was called at a road- 
side hamburger stand. Once again on our way 
we remembered that the pickup had not been 
filled with gas so instead of chancing the long 
station-less trip through the California desert 
we decided to stop and fill ’er up. 

The map showed that we had come 1% 
miles and had had to stop five times! Was 
this an indication of what lay ahead? We 
didn’t know then — but we do now! 

Off again. This time things went smoothly 
and we soon found ourselves free from traffic 
and heading through the night toward the 
desert regions where the cheery lights from 
country houses became less and less. Every- 
thing was going according to plan, the engine 
hummed a merry tune and the wheels pound- 
ed a steady rhythm on the smooth, broad, 
straight highway. 

Before long, though, the staccato of the 
engine’s exhaust slowed a trifle and the head- 
lights picked out the rise of an approaching 
hill. The speedometer needle dropped a shade, 
then continued downward. At the same time, 
the temperature needle started its upward 
swing. It was as though the two instruments 
were connected, one working just the reverse 
of the other. Into second gear and over the 
hill we went and as we dropped down the 


Sleeping in 110° temperature in the shade of the 
coupe was quite difficult. Jackrabbits caused a 
hasty departure from the scene some time later. 
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other side the two dial needles reversed their 
direction of travel. Our joys were short lived, 
though, for we had dropped into a valley and 
we had yet to ascend the other side. This 
grade proved to be worse than was expected 
and the teakettle-like whistle soon pierced the 
night air with its familiar sound. Being but 
a scant hundred feet from the summit we 
decided to force the issue and get over the 
top, regardless. Our caravan slowed a bit 
more, the radiator whistled even louder and 
the headlights illumined a white sign upon 
which was lettered the word “Summit”. We 
breathed a sigh of relief as the road leveled 
before us and we were just ready to stop and 
fill the radiator when the cap blew off under 
tremendous pressure. We covered our heads 
and waited for the cap to descend for what- 
ever goes up must come down. It came down 
in a short time but clattered harmlessly on 
the roadway beside us; however, it was soon 
followed by a column of boiling water which 
not only dampened our spirits but served to 
warm us up slightly 

Having come such a great distance with- 
out having to stop (10 miles) we felt that 
trifles such as this were bound to happen but, 
alas, the inevitable finally occurred. The col- 
umn of water had descended not only on us 
but upon the distributor as well. No amount 
of urging would start the engine after it had 
once died. Only by draining the water from 
the distributor body and carefully blowing 
the excess liquid from the caps were we able 
to continue. At long last our trusty V8 roared 
to life, though we seemed to detect a slight 
miss now and then. We concluded that there 
must be a trace of water around the plugs 
and, hoping the unhooded engine would soon 
become dry. We took off once again covering 
ourselves for protection against the cold night 
air that was beginning to creep through our 
outer clothing. 

The pickup bucked and stumbled and no 
amount of hoping, praying and pleadin 
would get it to clear up and regain its o— 
8-beat composure. 

Our seventh stop of the night, after having 
covered considerable ground (18 miles), show- 
ed the distributor points were badly burned 
and to continue under such conditions would 
surely result in the overheating of the engine. 
We were left no alternative but to continue 
as best we could, regardless, Envious of the 
cars that whizzed past us and tired after the 
long day of making preparations, we com- 
pletely forgot that the coupe contained a 
nearly new ignition system. In fact, it was 
more than eighteen hours later that one of 
us brought it to mind — but that is another 
part of the story. 

With the V8 reduced to 3 cylinders on one 
side and 2 on the other we struggled across 
the prairie heading, we hoped, eastward on 
the highway leading to Nevada. 

Soon the pickup called for more gasoline 
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in a rather unusual manner — it stop cold 
and refused to budge even so much as an 
inch. Being far from any service station we 
poured some of the “Bonneville fuel” into 
the T’s ten gallon tank. Needless to say, the 
output of the V8 increased to an alarming 
degree — even for 5 cylinders. 

Later, a halt was called while the plugs 
were pulled and cleaned but the project re- 
sulted in no improvement in performance. 

Thus, struggling our way through the 
night, we gratefully pulled into Las Vegas 
just as the sun began its climb over the East- 
ern.mountains bringing with it its heat. 

A bit of computing showed us that we had 
traveled not quite 300 miles in something 
over 12 hours with the result that our aver- 


age had been less than 25 miles an hour — 


RE SSeS 
Bonneville at last! Coupe (center), still towed 
by pickup, waits in first-day inspection line. 


a bit slower than we had originally planned. 
At the outset, it had been figured that an 
average speed of 27.5 mph was necessary if 
we were to reach the salt flats at the opening 
of the week-long meet. 

Being behind schedule it was important 
that we neglect our planned stopover and 
travel, if possible, through the dry, boiling 
desert regions of Nevada during the extreme 
heat of the day. Even on reasonably level 
ground, as the sun rose higher in the sky, 
the temperature needle started its slow climb 
which, we were to find out, would not cease 
until the sun began to sink that evening in 
the Wes 

The slightly hilly country gave us little 
trouble for we discovered that what heat was 
generated during the short climbs was lost 
again during the down hill runs. However, it 
was still necessary to call a halt every so 
often and take on water. Desien one three 
hour period the cut down °37 radiator re- 
quired over five gallons of water — but Wend- 
over was coming closer and closer. 

Midafternoon found us situated at the ap- 
proximate half-way point. The heat had be- 
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One of the many Halibrand gear changes on the 
salt. First run by the coupe netted but 93 mph. 


come so intense that the temperature of the 
coupe’s radiator hovered near the 100 mark. 
All the while the pickup’s engine was labor- 
ing under the strain of pulling much more 
weight than should have been asked of it 
plus the fact that it was putting out in the 
neighborhood of 5ths of its total power. 

At last we could stand the strain no longer 
and we tumbled out of the cramped cockpit 
of the T and fell asleep right on the hot 
desert sand in the somewhat comforting shade 
of the coupe. 

The waning day brought out countless num- 
bers of gigantic jackrabbits and, upon waken- 
ing, we spied several of the exceptionally 
large creatures gazing at us with watering 
mouths — or so it seemed. Probably being the 
largest members of the hare family, their eyes 
seemed to sadden as we hurried to get 
caravan under way once again and as we 
took our leave they dolefully hopped away in 
search, no doubt, of another meal. 

Pushing the starter button starts two things 
on Lou’s pickup. It starts the engine to run 
and the temperature needle to climb. Up it 
went and on we went, stopping every mile or 
two to refill the seemingly bottomless tank of 
the radiator. 


While struggling up a particularly steep 
hill we detected the missing of 2 additional 
cylinders reducing us to a conservative 3. 
About this time the coupe’s ignition was re- 
membered. Up went the hood exposing a 
newly rebuilt, borrowed Harmon Collins 
magneto. Within a matter of minutes the mag 
was affixed to the pickup’s engine and we 
were off once again trying to ome accus- 


tomed to hearing the beat of an 8 cylinder 
32 


engine after having listened to the 5 for 
so long a time. 

Twilight brought welcome relief in the form 
of cooler air and our speed increased accord- 
ingly. Dinner found us in Ely, Nevada, at 
the beginning of the last leg into Wendover. 

eedless to say, it was with reduced anxiety 
that we set out to put the remaining 125 
miles behind us, particularly after an inci- 
dent that had happened an hour or so earlier. 

As is generally the case, we came upon a 
section of road that was undergoing repairs. 


*For several miles we were down to the 


greatly reduced speed of 5 or 6 miles an 
hour. On a long down grade when no pull 
was being exerted on the coupe, the coupe’s 
front wheels began to shimmy quite violently. 
No amount of stopping and restarting would 
halt this action so a stop was made and the 
drag link (disconnected so the car would 
track while it was being towed) was con- 
nected. The idea was to steer the coupe and 
steady the wheel to reduce the shimmying 
tendency until the detour was passed. This 
worked fine until a sudden jolt of the coupe 
as it passed over a octal rly large bum 
dislodged a piece of uninsulated wire which 
fell, unnoticed, across the terminals of the 
coupe’s battery. The resulting short went un- 
seen until smoke began pouring from a sleep- 
ing bag. After a great deal of scurrying to 
and fro to find the fire extinguisher the diff- 
culty was righted and, needless to say, pre- 
caution was taken thenceforth to minimize the 
danger of such an event recurring. 

The further we went the colder it got and 
after several stops to don warmer clothing the 
temperature had dropped to the point where 
it became almost impossible to drive the T 
at any considerable rate of speed without be- 
coming thoroughly numbed from the icy wind. 
With only a few miles separating us from 
our destination clouds began to gather and 
in a few moments rain began 
greatly to our misery. We gritted our teeth 
and drove through the onslaught, though, and 
finally, drenched to the skin, we pulled into 
Wendover in time to see the morning sun 
poke its head above the eastern rim of Utah’s 
Great Basin. 

But, no, the story doesn’t end there. With 
a few hours remaining before the speed trials 
were officially begun, we pulled off to the 
side of the road, crawled under the coupe to 
escape the now lessening rain and fell inte 
a sound sleep. Later we were awakened by a 
kind-hearted soul who announced in a loud 
voice that it was 6 o'clock. Thanking him, we 
sleepily prepared to drive the remaining five 
miles to the entrance to the Salt Flats. Later, 
when fully awake, we wondered what was so 
significant about 6 o’clock but we passed the 
matter off as a practical joke and bent to the 
task of preparing the coupe for what turned 
out to be a long series of runs. 
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Coupe-pickup pit area reveals only small part of 
total equipment taken to Salt Flats. Car's speed 
was below expectations so fenders were removed. 


As the meet officially opened, we were sur- 
prised to see so many enthusiasts in the morn- 
ing line-up. As a rule, the majority of the 
competitors don’t begin arriving until later in 

week but if the runs made during the 
first day were any indication of what was to 
follow, then the 1953 meet easily passed all 
others in attendance. 

The top speed of Lou’s coupe rose from an 
initial mark on Monday of 93 mph to slightly 
over 127 mph by the following Saturday. This 
was mainly due to the methodical way in 
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which Lou worked over his engine out on — 
salt. Instead of making numerous 

the rate of three or four at a time, he — 
make just one alteration, then take the car 
out to the line and rom it. Back to the pit 
area, after recording his s and another 
single change was made. The last run by him 
found the coupe in a little different condition 
than when it originally arrived at Bonneville. 
The dual carburetor manifold was replaced 
with a three-jugger set up for fuel, gasoline 
was forgotten as a mixture of al l and 
nitromethane was added in the endless quest 
for speed, the rear wheels and tires were re- 
placed with 7.50 x 18 Indianapolis “skins” 
and the four fenders and running boards were 
temporarily laid aside. 

With the meet over at last after a long, hard 
week of roughing it, Lou was glad to start 
the trip home. The route through Las Ve; 
was by-passed in favor of another that led 
directly westward to central California, then 
turned and dropped due southward toward 
Los Angeles. 

It was with much apprehension that we left 
the Salt Flats, again towing the coupe behind 
the little pickup, for we had heard that Bon- 
neville is the only place in the world that is 
uphill whether one is going to or coming from 
it. However, the long “ity homeward was 
interrupted only occasionally by the need of 
water and the plaintive calling of the quickly- 
emptied gas tank. 

Will Lou be hack next year? You het he 
will, if his determination has anything to do 
with it. “In fact,” he says, “I'll be there if 
I have to walk!”. 


Final run by Lou's 245C with borrowed rear tires 
turned out to be in excess of 127 mph, increase 
of 34 mph over initial trial made week earlier. 
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For Roadster Owners Only... 


Shodse tittle things 
that Add 40 much 


The enthusiasm for building roadsters and pickups is growing perceptibly 
day by day. Fortunately the love of an open car is still with many of us. Detroit’s 
convertibles don’t seem to quite fill the bill for some people so they have taken 


it upon themselves to construct the car of their dreams by incorporating the 
bodies from cars of years long past. 


There is such an increasing number of roadsters being built the country 
over that it is becoming quite difficult to ange between many of those 
having the same model body. 


While a well-built, fast-stepping little roadster is a thrill to own and drive 
why are most of the rod builders content with driving look-alikes? 


If you find yourself on the horns of this dilema, consider the examples 
shown here and see if, from them, you can’t formulate ideas of your own to be 
worked into your car. 


(THERE'S ONE thing that always plagues 
the hop up enthusiasts when it comes to 
adding the final details to a rod. That is, 
what to use for headlights, or, what to use 
for a grille shell, etc. Usually they end up 
with something that suggests a fresh approac 
to a new problem but, as is usually the case, 
it is something that has been done before. 
Therefore, certain ideas have becéme ac- 
cepted, such as a °32 radiator shell on an 
A-bodied rod, and any deviation from the 
rule is looked upon as something of a freak. 

There was no problem as to what to use 
for parts on the car pictured in the accom- 
panying photo. After considering various 
rille alterations and headlight treatments 
fo r quite some time, the owner eventually 
decided to leave well enough alone and 
merely restore the original components to 
better than new condition. This he did, and 
with extremely pleasing results. 


ROD AND CUSTOM, December, 1953 








For some reason we always manage to get 
around to the taillight problem. Probably 
because it is one.of the more eas 
questions. From time to time in this column 
we have pictured taillights that run from the 
ridiculous to the sublime. Some of the rods 
illustrated have had rather small bodies with 
enormous lights while others, having larger 
bodies, have been fitted with lights that are 
practically infintesimal. One of the neatest 
solutions, though, to come our way are the 
lights installed on this handsome T-bodied 
roadster. 

It could be said that the '46 Ford lights 
have been frenched into the tail pan of the 
roadster but that is not exactly the case. 
Frenching, as we have come to know it, 
descri the molding in of the formerly 
chromed taillight rim but in this case the 


lenses alone have been mounted from inside 
the car and there is no suggestion of a rim 
or lip to surround them. 


Just in case you are still not satisfied with 
the results of a channeling job, regardless of 
what we said in a foregoing example, con- 
sider this treatment of the lowering problem. 
Many enthusiasts still believe that in order 
to get their rod as near to the ground as they 
want, it is necessary to drop the body around 
the frame. The reasoning being that the 
frame must retain a certain height so that 
springing and running gear components can 
maintain their original relationships. There 
is a fallacy in that thought, though, and it is 
this. The portion of the frame near either 
end must retain a certain height but there is 
practically no limit to the amount the center 

art may be dropped. The illustration shows 
~ this is accomplished. The frame has 
been stepped by severing the side rails and 
positioning the ends several inches higher, 
then joining the sections with gussets. The 
result is a frame that is as strong, if not 
stronger, than it was originally. 
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One of the chief objectives of rod builders 
is to construct a car as low as possible to 
the ground. Channeling is, of course, by far 
the most popular me of attaining this 
lowness but there are other methods that are 
as good, if not better. One of these is the 
stepping of the frame at the ends including, 
of course, the crossmembers. results in 
the portion of the frame below the body 
cockpit being lower than either end, hence 
more room—a notable drawback to a 
channel job. 

There is, however, a solution to the leg 
room problem in a channel job. A glance at 
the adjoining photo will show you that the 
floor between the frame rails has been re- 
cessed a considerable amount. Across this 
depression runs the driveshaft tunnel which 
rises to a height equal to that of the seats. 
Since the center part of the seat is, natu- 
rally,. unusable, the builder of this car has 
constructed a folding armrest to provide the 
utmost in comfort. 











Additions 
TO THE 200 MPH CLUB 


Four new members qualify during first week of September 





OUR MEN were welcomed into HOP UP 

and MOTOR LIFE’s renowned 200 MPH 
CLUB during the first week of September at 
the annual running of the Bonneville Na- 
tional Time Trials. While the early part of 
the week saw many cars approaching the 
200 mark it was not until Thursday that 
LeRoy Holmes, of San Bernardino, Calif., 
boosted his time to better than 190 mph. 
Being qualified to run for the record the 
following morning, LeRoy, driving Scotty's 
Muffier Service class B Lakester, su..ceded 
in turning up a two way average speed of 
201.015. It had been said several years ago 
that no open wheel car would ever succeed in 
surpassing the 200 mph barrier but LeRoy, at 
the wheel of the belly-tank car, proved other- 
wise to the astonishment of all concerned. 
The record setting pace came as a reward 
only after the car’s pit crew had worked 
practically straight through from Monday 
morning when the speed of the car was at 
the 136 mph mark. Congratulations, LeRoy, 
the charter members of the group are glad 
to have you in their ranks! 
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Saturday, Sept. 5th, saw two additional 
members welcomed into the exclusive organ- 
ization. The first was Joe Mabee of Midland, 
Texas. Joe, piloting a Fibreglass-bodied sports 
car, succeeded in unnerving early morning 
spectators as the yellow car streaked across 
the salt and racked up a two way average 
speed of 203.105 mph. The most surprised 
person was Joe himself who originally came 
to Utah from Texas with the dream of being 
able to better 170 mph. The 33 mph increase 
was due to the big Chrysler engine et | 
Mabee by Ray Brown of Hollywood, Cali 
While it has been said that the car bs 
resembles a streamliner it may be noted that 
openings for tire changing have been pro- 
vided in the body and the driver’s head is not 
protected by a canopy. Welcome to the 
world’s most exclusive racing club, Joe! 





With the ing of ificati 
of the streamliner classes at Bonneville this 
year, class D was left wide open. All one had 
to do was set a two-way -average, regardless 
of speed, and become the record holder in 
this class. Until, that is, someone should 
come along and better the mark. However, 


of one 


when Chet Herbert’s “Beast 4” was rolled 
onto the salt for the first time late in the 
week, those present knew that the record 
would be a hard one to beat. Herbert’s cars 
and motorcycles have been hard to beat in 
the past and, true to form, this one turned 
out to be no exception. With LeRoy Numayer 
at the helm, which loudly advertised “Body 
by Barris”, the blue and yellow streamliner, 
running at the last possible minute on the 
last day, passed the 200 mark a minimum 
distance up the track, and went on to set an 
average speed of 216.541. Everyone was 
surprised excepting builder Herbert and 
driver Numayer who well knew the Chrysler- 
powered car’s capabilities. The club welcomes 
you as its latest member, LeRoy. 
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The second man on Saturda 


to join the 
ranks of the elite was Harvey ler hy! = 
flower, California. Harvey, drivi 
ler powered Breene-Haller class “o'L Laken 


qualified for the record run at 198.67 m 
late Friday afternoon. Bright and early oa 
following morning the little orange tank 
blasted up the course and returned a few 
minutes later. Within a short time the P.A. 
system announced that Haller’s average was 
an almost unbelievable 209.485 mph. 

Having just returned from an extended 
tour of duty with the U. S. Navy, it was with 
the greatest pleasure that he entered HOP 
UP and MOTOR LIFE’s 200 MPH CLUB 
trailer at the salt flats and announced that he 
had just become a new member of the or- 
ganization. It might be interesting to note 
that Harvey constructed the better part of his 
car during such spare time as he was able to 
find during his “hitch” with the service. 
We're glad to have you aboard, Harvey! 











BITTERSWEET" BOMB 


An example of Northern ingenuity. 


Alt THE way down from Tracy, Calif. 
comes this fine little roadster through 
the courtesy of its owner, Eugene Pereira. 
Cars like this just don’t happen, though, they 
require many, many hours of painstaking, 
back-breaking work that is seldom, if ever, 
appreciated by the average, casual observer. 

’s consider Eugene’s ’29 A, for example. 
Several years ago someone construct- 
ing this car but, somewhere along the line, 
he managed to get himself distracted and 
start on another project. The half-heartedly 
assembled rod sat unwanted for some time — 
that is until Eugene happened along. It didn’t 

ire much urging on his to convince 


require 
the owner that the rod should be sold instead 





Photos by Poole 


of just wasting away so, before long, Eugene 
found himself towing the car homeward. Once 
there, he dismantled practically everything 
and started the project all ‘over again. 

After more than a year of constructing and 
reconstructing, the completed car was rolled 
out of the paint shop and the proud owner 
immediately made tracks for Rosamond Dry 
Lake where he succeeded in coaxing 119 out 
of his rod. 

All of this was slightly over four years ago 
but the car remains, to this day, in its same, 
fine condition — a tribute to its builder. 

The history of the car began in a Ford 
factory where it emerged as just one of 
thousands of °29 A roadsters. Eighteen years 
later — in 1947 — someone conceived the idea 
of replacing the old, worn-out four banger 
engine with a more modern V8. 

While the switch was taking place, it was 
decided to discard most of the A’s running 
gear and replace it with the same com- 
ponents from a dismantled °32. From the 
same '32 was borrowed the radiator and grille 
shell — with the latter being filled before in- 
stallation thus eliminating the water inlet 
hole and the Ford medallion. 

The gas tank, formerly under the cowl, 
was removed and repositioned, together with 
the battery, in the trunk. With the additional 
space acquired under the cowl by the re- 
moval of the tank, it was possible to insert 
a dash panel from a 1930 Buick including 


Head-on view shows fine condition of ‘32 shell. 
Club plate shows “Century Toppers" membership. 
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the original instruments—a novel switch 
from the sort of dash generally seen in a car 
of this type. 

The front eupention assembly from a °39 
Ford took the place of the A ipment and, 
at the same time, provided brakes 
which were duplicated in the rear. 

With the body and chassis work pretty well 
under control by this time, Eugene turned to 
engine building. First, the block was ae 
and relieved. Next, a boring bar was 
through it enlarging the cylinders tenes 
then a set of Kogel heads were unearthed 
and installed. Eugene felt that the carbu- 
retion department was insufficient to co 
with the altered internal ee of the 
engine, so he purchased a Weiand manif 
and a pair of 97 pots. 

The exhaust situation was adequately con- 
trolled by a set of headers leading through 
twin mufflers and, finally, exiting at the rear 
of the car. To be used for dragging only, 
Eugene has a set of “lakes plugs” outlets 
just ahead of the mufflers. A good ignition 
set-up was devised and, at last, } bomb was 
ready to storm. 

The resulting power output runs through 
26-tooth Lincoln gears, a 3.78 rear end and, 
finally, to the ground via 6.50 x 16 tires. The 
smaller front tires are 5.50 x 16 for stability. 

With the question of motive power safely 
out of the way, attention was directed, once 


(Continued on Page 62) 


Unusual look of car is due to cut down "37 Ford 
shell is from a ‘32. 


indshield. Filled radiat 
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Rear bumper is ‘37 DeSoto narrowed to fit body. 
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Photos and text by B. O. Boyles 


GINCE World War II custom car building 
in this country has soared to new heights. 
Generally based on the desire to own some- 
thing a little different from the usual Detroit 
offerings, these customs range all the way 
from minor dechroming and hood and déck 
planing to radical restyling jobs. 

The custom shown here is one of the latter. 
Not only is it unusual in styling, but the car 
chosen to be customized is one that has not 
been noted for any inherent beauty of design. 


Rene J. Leonhard, the builder, a sailor of 
Corpus Christi, Texas, has always wanted 
something a little out of the ordinary in his 
automobiles. He started out in the customiz- 
ing business with a 1949 Buick convertible. 
Changes to it were mostly mechanical, con- 
sisting of the installation of an Olds Rocket 
engine and minor exterior changes. The next 
effort on his part was an 810 Cord, but this 
one didn’t get far beyond the planning stages 
before he received such an inviting offer for 
the car that he couldn’t turn it down. 


Next, he started looking for a Ford coupe 
40 


New ideas and an older car are combined in this. . . 





to rework. While searching one day, he came 
across a 1938 Chevrolet business coupe. He 
began thinking about the car and suddenly 
realized that if he chose that car to custom- 
ize he wouldn’t have to chop the top or do 
a great amount of body modification. The 
windows were narrow, and there was not a 
great deal of space between the rear of the 
doors and the rear fenders, as is the case 
with most Ford coupes, which, unless care- 
fully handled in radical styling changes, 
sometimes gives the. effect of being out of 
correct proportion. 

He purchased the car for $35.00 and hauled 
it home — then the fun began! He removed 
the engine and the transmission, took out the 
front and rear suspension assemblies and re- 
moved the body. The chassis was then stepped 
six inches and, at the same time, shortened 
three inches. This gave the car a wheelbase 
of 100 inches. The body was lowered about 
two inches over the frame side rails. Next, 
a Columbia rear end was installed, then the 
engine; the same Olds power plant that had 
been in the Buick. When Leonhard sold the 
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Buick he kept the “88” and the Hydramatic 
transmission for just such a possibility as 
this Chevrolet. 

An Olds rear crossmember was obtained, 
shortened approximately 344” on each side 
then welded to the frame. The front engine 
mounts were built up from the Chevy front 
crossmember. The engine was then mounted 
in the chassis, about four inches off the center 
of gravity to give better steering character- 
istics. A torque tube drive using a °40 Mer- 
cury drive shaft chopped almost two feet was 
first used, running 3.54 differential gears. 
This, however, brought on troubles. In sub- 
sequent road tests the torque tube howled 
considerably. That installation was removed 
and a Hotchkiss drive substituted, using a 
chopped °40 Olds drive shaft. The same rear 
end was used but the gear ratio was dropped 
to 3.78 to give better acceleration. An oil seal 
was fabricated for the Ford rear end to go 
with the Hotchkiss drive. At this point it 
would be well to mention that all didn’t go 
as well as the story may indicate. A great 
amount of machining and reworking of the 
various component parts of the drive set-up 
was necessary before an acceptable perform- 
ance was obtained. 

Incidentally, the third rear end thus far is 
now in the car with what is apparently the 
right ratio for both the driver and the car 
without causing undue strain to the rear end. 

The radiator is from a *41 Buick Road- 
master to give an extra large cooling capacity 
for the Rocket engine. 


Lowness of channeled Chevy is evident from this 
angle. Taillights are ‘41 Ford turned sideways. 
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When the car was first completed, Leon- 
hard had some trouble with front wheel bear- 
ings since the weight of the car had been 
increased. After he had replaced four bear- 
ings on one side and two on the other, he 
decided that it was time to do something 
about it. He bought a set of '41 Ford bear- 
ings, put the cones and the bushings on the 
Chevy spindles, with some modification, giv- 
ing a bearing surface three times as great as 
that of the original installation. This greater 
bearing surface also makes for better steer- 
ing of this little beauty. The stock steering 
geometry and linkage is retained, giving a 
quick, positive steering action with little or 
no lost motion. 

Leonhard was not satisfied with the per- 
formance that he was getting with a single 
carburetor, so he recently built a two-car- 
buretor intake manifold using ’50 Ford pots 
with the automatic spark advance. At the 
time of this writing, the carbs were working 
fine except that they loaded up slightly after 
a few minutes of idling. 

The engine is absolutely stock except for 
the aforementioned manifold and twin ex- 
haust headers with dual pipes which the 
owner built himself. The mufflers were rolled 
from stainless steel and packed with bronze 
shavings. The exhaust pipes are two inch 
boiler tubing. The exhaust system is welded 
together from one end to the other to prevent 
rattles and exhaust leakage. 

The front and rear fenders and the hood 
are from a 1940 Pontiac. The grille is from 
a 1942 Ford minus the original center sec- 
tion. As the reader has probably noted, the 
builder of this custom has borrowed heavily 





41 








from two rival manufacturers in putting this 
car together, namely: Ford and G.M. 

The front fenders were virtually un- 
changed but the hood was a different matter. 
It had to be shortened a foot, widened at the 
front and narrowed at the rear to fit the 
Chevy’s contours. Once it was installed, Leon- 
hard discovered that it would not close with- 
out hitting the carburetor. This problem was 
solved ingeniously. A ’39 Chevrolet headlamp 
was cut in two and half of it welded to the 
hood at the crucial point. A hole was then 
cut underneath the protrusion for clearance. 
This gave him plenty of room to close his 
hood and, at the same time, added an air 
scoop for increasing the amount of air to the 
carburetor. The opening of the scoop was 
covered with a fine mesh screen to give it a 
little better appearance. 

The rear fenders presented still another 
— which was easily solved, however, 

the use of prodigious quantities of lead. 
The right fender required 1144 pounds while 
the left one needed but 914 pounds. Leonhard 
says that he got better as he went along 
which explains the use of less lead in the 
left fender which was done last. 

All in all, things have not gone too smooth- 
ly with this custom. In addition to the wheel 
bearing, driveshaft and rear end troubles pre- 
viously encountered, there was one other 
trouble worth mentioning. Leonhard’s wife 
had looked askance at all the noise and 
work going on in her backyard and was not 
in the least inclined to favor riding in her 


Power plant of “Chic Chevy” is this Oldsmobile 
engine, stock except for dual carburetors and 
exhaust headers. Tr ission is a Hydramatic. 




























































husband’s handiwork. However, after much 
a talking she finally consented. 

verything went smoothly until, at a con- 
siderable rate of speed, the alligator type 
hood seemed to gasp for air and flew up in 
a most annoying manner. This little incident 
somewhat decreased both Leonhard’s and the 
custom’s popularity on the domestic side of 
the proceedings. 

As it turned out, though, things worked 
out all right as may be seen in the accom- 
panying photographs. The hood now hinges 
from the front with trunk-type latches at the 
rear to make sure that it doesn’t come loose 
again. (As a matter of note, Mrs. Leonhard 
has been converted again and really enjoys 
riding in and driving the car.) 

The seat is from a *40 Ford business coupe 
and the instrument section of the dash is 
from a °49 Mercury. The steering wheel is 
Buick, adapted to fit the Chawla splines. 
The Hydramatic dial indicator is from a *42 
Oldsmobile. 


The upholstery, eggshell white and black, 
was the only item of work on the car that 
was farmed out. The paint job is Canto 
Cream which goes quite well with the in- 
terior colors. 

One nice feature of the car is the deck lid. 
It raises and lowers at the touch of a button 
through the use of two electric motors which 
once operated the convertible top of a °41 
DeSoto. The motors and arms were installed 
virtually unchanged except for the lengthen- 
ing of the connecting wires. ard got a 
first class bargain on the deck lid mechanism, 
paying only two dollars for the entire rig. 


The hydraulic master cylinder is mounted 
on the firewall in the best 1953 tradition. The 
brake pedal, therefore, hangs from the fire- 
wall eliminating obstructions on the floor and 
at the same time does away with bothersome 
water and air leaks at that spot. 

This custom is an eye-stopper everywhere 
it goes. With the careful working out of body 
modifications to match the existing body 
structure, the builder has done an excellent 
job of constructing a pleasing combination of 
speed and beauty. Not only were the looks 


. and performance angles taken into consider- 


ation when the car was still in the planning 
stages, the handling characteristics also re- 
ceived attention. The car handles well not 
only on the road but corners nearly flat with- 
out any undue sway. 

The builder has entered the car in several 
drag matches and has come away with quite 
a few wins under his belt against both stock 
and hopped up cars. 

Leonhard has put $800 worth of materials 
in his car plus seven months of hard labor. 
He is now ready to sell it so that he can 
begin work, as he says, “On a radical job!” 
ROD AND CUSTOM, December, 1953 
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Each month, thanks to you, he'TRyeceive this ‘small’ package, 
the ‘‘largest’’ car gift you can give] 2 packed issues of handy 
pocket size ROD and CUSTOM, cramm@q with “‘car talk" that is 
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for a perfect car 
lovers gift — or for 
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$3... 1 year 
$5... 2 years 




















ROD AND CUSTOM, December, 1953 





at 


Washington enthusiast visits 


Px. > 








ROD AND CUSTOM, December, 1953 








the top of his car 3 inches at the front and 
4\% inches at the rear. Then he channeled the 
body the width of the frame rails which, in 
the case of his ’39, amounted to about 54% 
inches, Still not being content with the over- 
all height of his coupe, he installed a dropped 
front axle and lowered the rear by kicking 
up the frame. This brought the car down to a 
respectable level so attention was turned to- 
ward the body proper. 

The channeling necessitated the raisin 
the four fenders. The rear fenders, ae 
raised on the body, did not look quite right, 
Doug felt, so he moved them out from the 
body by adding a two inch section of metal 
to their inner edges. This not only leaves 
ample clearance for the rear tires but adds in 
giving the car an apparent increase in width. 

The raising of the front fenders called for 
the sectioning of the hood. Next, the center 
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Despite apparenty hampered riding qualities, 
car and driver suffered no ill effects during 
trip from Washington to Utah for speed trials. 


seam of the hood was filled leaving a broad, 
uninterrupted expanse of metal. The side 
chrome strip was necessarily shortened due 
to the fact that the fenders now occupied 
most - its former position. 
€ engine compartment, being somewhat 
reduced in height because of the channeling 
in, is currently crammed with a 296 
in. Ford V8. The block, besides being 
todbe has had a port and relieve job both of 
which add considerably to the engine’s | effici- 
ency. The crank has been stroked 3%” over 
stock. The heads and the four carburetor 
manifold were all supplied by Edelbrock. 
Harman and Collins provided the magneto 
ignition and Doug, after much painstaking 
work, came up with a fine set of home built 
headers. The activities of the engine are 
dutifully recorded by the Stewart Warner 
instruments which are closely grouped to- 
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gether in a reworked "40 Ford dash panel. 


With his heart set on turning up a better 
than average speed on the salt, Doug installed 
a Halibrand quick change rear end center 
section before he left Aberdeen. Later it 
caused him no end of consternation since the 
straight-cut gears raise a considerable howl. 
Not being sure whether or not this was a 
normal sound for a Halibrand, Doug worried 
throughout the lengthy trip. Once at Bonne- 
ville, though, he was assured .that this is a 
normal situation from which very little harm 
could result. 

After having turned up his top time usin 
just straight alcohol for fuel, Doug loaded 
his little car.down with what equipment he 
had been able to bring with him and set out 
for California to spend the remaining part of 
his vacation. - 


Owner-builder Rice is a member of the Washington 
“Clusters” hence club plaque on the rear bumper. 


Me _ 
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‘40 Ford dash, fitted into "39 car, has been 
reworked so that Stewart Warner instruments 
could be added. Steering wheel is a lote Ford. 


Car is stripped of accessories when lined up 
for run at starting area. Coupe went 126.58. 














ATTENTION DETROIT! 


Our Editorial for September, concerning 
the drawbacks of American built cars, con- 
tained the following statement: “If you have 
any personal gripes about your car (if it is 
of fairly recent make —’49 or up) drop us 
a line or two about them and we'll try to 
bring them to Detroit’s attention.” 

The letters presented here seem to contain 
a good cross section of the majority of the 
letters we received. The loudest complaints 
concerned a lack of water-tightness but let’s 
let these readers tell us their troubles in their 
own words. Notice that each letter describes 
a car made by one of the Big Three and that 
they come from widely separated points. 

Are you listening Detroit ? 

In reference to your editorial in the Sep- 
tember issue I should like to register the fol- 
lowing complaints about my 1953 Chevrolet. 

A. The car, as a whole, has given me very 
poor service. This concerns gas mileage, tire 
mileage, general operating costs, etc. 


B. The poorly assembled body is accom- 
panied by more than its normal share of 
rattles and squeaks. 


C. The entire front suspension assembly 
seems to be loose but no amount of checking 
uncovers any defects. 

D. The car came complete with the usual 
poor Chevrolet paint job. 

E. The hood, when closed, does not con- 
form to the gap provided between the two 
front fenders. 

I should like to add that I believe you have 
a good idea and if it could become a regular 
feature of ROD & CUSTOM, Detroit would 
have to start doing a better construction job 


on their cars. 
Verne Smith, Jr. Williamsburg, Ohio 


You asked for gripes in your September 
Editorial so here are mine. 

A friend of mine and myself each have a 
Mercury. One is a 50 and the other is a "53. 
Despite the three year difference between 
these cars and regardless of the fact that a 
major body change was incorporated in ’52, 
both cars suffer from the same drawback. 
Both of them leak water, whether its raining 
or whether the cars are being washed, from 
below the dashboard. Apparently the rubber 
mounted windshields are not sufficiently 
sealed against adverse weather. Not only has 
this caused stains on the u ae of —_ 
cars but both my friend and myself have had 
new suits practically ruined during a par- 
ticularly heavy down pour. 

Aside from the le 5, the cars seem to be 
O.K., however, I won’t buy another Merc 
until the factory cures the water problem. 
Artie Conrad Ridgewood, LI me 4s 
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At last! At last a chance to blow off steam 
about my ten month old ’53 Dodge. First 
off, the body in general: 

The overall design is smart and good look- 
ing but the way the automobile was thrown 
together is criminal. The door openings, in 
particular, are far too large for the doors so 
the result is a rather crude fit. This may be 
substantiated by the fact that a veritable lake 
forms in the car after each light rain! 

The thickness of both the body paint and 
the chrome plating is giving me a lot of 
trouble. Perhaps I had better say the LACK 
of thickness of these items! If the car be- 
comes wet rust begins to appear at numerous 
places, particularly those that are hard to 
get at. The only cure for this, outside of a 
paint job, is to polish the rust scale off then 
wax the areas. This seems to work to a 
certain degree — until the car gets wet again. 

Now for the mechanical gripes. There is a 
lack of positive caster in the front end and 
this, together with the 24 lb. super-soft tires, 
causes the car to require constant steering 
correction. Loud squealing accompanies each 
turn regardless of whether they are sharp or 
gradual nor does reduced speed lessen this. 

The: quality of steel in the body must be 
pretty poor because anything heavier than a 

p washrag coming in contact with the 
doors or fenders results in a dent. 

The windows don’t open or close as they 
should. They practically fall down by them- 
selves but they require brute strength to raise. 

The weight distribution must be terrible. I 
ran into a light snow in New Mexico last 
winter and had the greatest difficulty in keep- 
ing the car headed in the proper direction 
despite the very low speed at which I was 
forced to travel. This difficulty, I don’t be- 
lieve, can be blamed on the trials and tribu- 
lations of American mass production. 

Next time I’m in the market for a car I'll 
be more discriminating than I was when I 
purchased this one. If Detroit hasn’t gotten 
on the ball by the time 'm through with this 
automobile (which won’t be long) then P’'m 
going to take a crack at a foreign product. 
R. W. Mansolf San Francisco, Calif. 


There you are, Detroit, are you going to let 
your customers talk about you this way? Or 
are you going to repent and get down to the 
business of building cars again? Perhaps 
you've spent too much time building non- 
sensical “Sporty Cars” and consequently let 
the production lines run away with them- 
selves with obvious results. 

If Detroit would like to reply to the three 
readers whose letters are reprinted a 
we'd be more than happy to play the part 
the go-between. How about t? 
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accessories by 


BARRIS 


HOLLYWOOD KUSTOM LINE 
PUSH-O-MATIC WINDOWS 








Now, you can have automatic push button windows at a price 
you can afford. Windows attach to regular window channels. 
Easily installed on any car with screwdriver. Kit is complete, 
ready for installation. Only $54.95 per -y- $29.95 single. 








DUAL BUMPER 
EXHAUST KIT $19.9 





*53 FORD KUSTOM 
KRAFT GRILLE BAR 


This new grille bar is con- 
structed of 18 gauge metal 
with a deep luster chrome 
finish. Easily installed and 
priced at only $7.95 each. 
25% deposit on all orders. 
Prices F.0.8. Lynwood, Calif. 


cectage 3 . D. Add 3% sales 
tax in Calif. 


BARRIS 


HOLLYWOOD KUSTOM LINE 
11054 So. Atlantic Bivd. 
LYNWOOD «+ CALIFORNIA 


. a ‘tee Specify year 
when ordering. 


year, make, model and number of windows desired 


m\\ \ 


Squeore or Round Style 
5 Can be filed to fit any bump- Bumper or sy 4 Installo- 
er shape. Only... $6.95 ea. tion only..................... $6.95 


Dress up the hood of 
your car with these Bar- 
ris-Styled Chrome Louv- 
ers. Adapted to any de- 
sign. These louvers se- 
cure to hood with 6 


AA aA A. bolts and can be made 
‘im functional in one simple 
operation. ideal for 


fiberglass bodies. Avail- 
able in 3” or 4” widths in strips of 5, 10 or 15 louvers. 
Strips of 5... $4.95 each. Strips of 10...$5.95 each. Strips 
of 15...$6.95 each. (Bare metal finish $1 less) 


Send for Illustrated Kustom Katalog — 50¢ 





DEALERS WANTED. Write to us on your letterhead. . 









KUSTOM KOLORS. metalic, syphochromatic and Organic Paint 
in Lacquer and Enamel form is now available in various Kolors 
and quantities . . . $4.65 quarts, $17.95 gallons. 


KUSTOM KOLOR KLAZE. This is the finest Kiaze to secure a 
high lustre from your paint j Easy to apply and ae off, 
also keeps your auto from f. ing. All Barris ee Autos use 
this Kiaze on their autos throughout the y One pint is 
sufficient to keep the ae So 7 - n perfect condition for a 
period of one year. Only $2 


AQOOO99R2292909 




















Part VI of... 


TEN STEPS TO CUSTOMIZING 


fakes us up to the priming stage. 


PREvious installments of The Ten Steps 


To Customizing, a to you in 
chronological order, have dually 
working up to the actual > of the car. 
Since painting and the finishing of a car is 
one of the most misunderstood operations, we 
shall try to clarify, as much as possible, the 
many processes as we proceed. Perhaps this 
will enable the reader to understand why the 
price of a good paint job is as high as, yt is 
when it is left completely up to a top notch 
— to complete the job. There are, - 

unately, many pros and cons on this sub- 
ject. One can receive widely separated opin- 
ions on this subject since every painter has 
his favorite brand of paint and the methods 
of application do vary. 

One very important point to bear in mind 
go to painting in all parts of the country. 

at is, temperature changes vary consider- 
ably from one time of the day to another so 
plan your painting poten tee and get the 
specifications for your particular job. The 
big point is this: have a clean, =a lighted 
shop or garage in which to work. Make 
50 


By Orin Tramz 


certain that it is as dust free as possible. 
Dust free not only during the spraying step 
but dust free for several hours afterwards. 
In the case of enamel, dust will adhere to the 
still wet surface for a considerable length 
of time after you have hung up the spray 
gun. One a of eliminating the dust 
problem to a certain extent is to hose down, 
not only the inside of the shop, but the area 
immediately outside the doors and other en- 
tranceways. Another important point to bear 
in mind is this: paints, and component thin- 
ners, are very inflammable substances so be 
very, careful when handling or storing these 
volatile items. 

Before the painting job can be undertaken 
it is necessary to have on hand a few simple 
gadgets to facilitate the handling and mixing 
of paint. The average large tomato or juice 
can holds about a quart or a quart and a half 
of liquid. With all the jagged or rough edges 
removed, these cans make ideal vessels 
storing or mixing primer or colors. Buy a 
small funnel to assist in pouring paint but 
remember that all paints should be strained 
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to eliminate the lumps and other defective 
icles that are continually present 
of the brand name ‘of the mixture. 
may be eliminated, to a certain extent, by 
the paint from one can to another 
an old silk stocking but better re- 
be by using a proper strainer 
available for a cent or two apiece. 

If you rent a spray gun from a tool-merch- 
ant be sure that it is thorou iy cleaned of 
moving parts 

ied. As in the other preceding 
seeking careful preparation 
aids eudieniily in attaining good results. 

Whether you buy, rent or borrow a spray 

also get full information on 
its operation. If the particular person seems 
to be hazy on a few details of the care and 
handling of the then go to your nearest 
body shop and talk to the painter. He will be 
glad to show you the right way to use the 
instrument. Before actually starting to paint 
your car, whether it be with primer or the 
finish color, get the “feel” of the gun by 
practicing on an old fender or door panel 
that you should have laying around some- 
where. Just don’t shoot paint all over the 
panel when practicing, move 
and forth in straight, even lines and don’t be 
afraid to check adjustments of the flow 
and spray patterns. 

If you have been religiously following the 
various phases of customi as we have 
laid them out for Ae and, in particular, the 
last installment which dealt with the prep: 
aration of metal for priming, then you sh 
be all set to go ahead. The decision of 
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Wt is advisable fo prime entire car in case of 
CS ee eee 


whether to use lacquer or enamel 
the final color should be left stric’ 
the individual. Lacquer, which it 
expensive, has a richer look, when 
out to a mirror-like gloss, but 
quires about 

easier to 

of months. isi 

left to the dictates of the 
certain extent. However, 


both of the methods. . 
ing that vp now = the car clean- 


large ee eS ae a ae ap- 
proximately 50 to 70 percent with a good 
grade of thinner. This is necessary for most 

primers come in a state of hea 
or about the consistency of thi 


spay fan on a test panel, not on 
your readied car. 

For best results, the surface to be sprayed 
must be cleaned of all dirt as has been stress- 
ed so highly in the past. Just Ss coma 


area nf 
lint may have accumulated while you had 
your back turned. Now, holding the gun ap- 
proximately eight to ten inches away from 








laid on very wet, 
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If the metal work is at all wavy even 
though a idtrable amount of glazing 


still doubtful of the area, block it two or 
three times, applying primer in between the 
sanding operations. 

Finish off the succeeding coats with #320 
“wet-or-dry” paper using a continual flow of 
water supplied by a hose or a sponge to 
eliminate possibility of the sandpaper grit 
becoming clogged with the icles of paint. 
Wet sanding also speeds sanding oper- 
ation, a fact which, no doubt, will be 4 
received. If the paper does become clogged 
despite the use of water, change paper to 
prevent the surface from becoming deeply 
scratched or otherwise damaged. 

It is a popular misconception that all of 
the old paint on a car must be removed be- 
fore a new color can be applied. If the base 
paint is not cracked, chipped or peeling and 
if the car hasn’t had 15 colors applied since 
manufacture, the base is usually satisfactory 
for reconditioning. If the car is to be com- 
pletely primed, be certain that all the metal- 
worked areas have been feather-edged as was 
explained last month. 

In many cases when the car’s original paint 
is “hairlined” and cracked it is eivieable te 
break the surface of the paint with a coarse 
grade of sandpaper. Then, spray on a few 
coats of an oil-seal primer. is synthetic 
primer forms a new base and eliminates all 
the small pinholes, cracks, etc., on the finish 
ROD AND CUSTOM, December, 1953 
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coat. Nearly all of the leading paint manu- 
facturers make or handle the men- 
tioned and it can be at a reason- 
able price. It is not advisable to use a lacquer 
base primer if the f ing conditions exist 
for this tends to aggravate condition rath- 
er than to cure it. 

If the weather is cold and rainy the er 
primers tend to “blush”, that is, whiten. Try 
to do your spraying in a warm area as well 
as one that is well ventilated and well lighted. 

the stringent fire laws which are 
prevalent in most areas. Never paint where 
any exposed flame or electric heater is oper- 
ating or where unguarded electric lights are 
burning. A concentration of vapor and fumes 
is to be avoided. Use a commercial mask 
while spraying in a closed area for your 
own protection. 

If you, like most of us, are desirous of 
saving a few bucks, many shops will spray 

r car for you after you have prepared it. 
That is, sand and mask the car and ready 
it for painting as has been previously dis- 
cussed. Some rural enthusiasts do not have 
access to proper painting equipment so we 
would recommend this procedure in those 

i areas. 

The usual price for a prime job will run 
in the neighborhood of $18.00 to $20.00 in- 
cluding material. Some shops will also give 
your car the finish color coats for $25.00 to 
$35.00 providing you have gotten it com- 
pletely ready for shooting. This is a good idea 


Primer is best applied with gun held from ten 
to twelve inches from the surface. Gun should 
be moved in consecutive horizontal strokes to 
insure an even, continuous layer of surfacer. 
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true of most synthetic enamel 
paints remain in suspension 
and will float and adhere to any unpro- 


hide the sins of the metal man and it is for 
this very reason that precautionary measures 
are taken at this stage of the game. 














Krom Rags to Riches 


is the story of this revitalized produce truck. 


Photos by Poole 
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T IS ALWAYS interesting to us how the 


enthusiasts we come in contact with restore 


the bodies of their rods to such beautiful 


condition. The lar ‘27 T bodies are now 
ever 26 years while the last A rolled off 
of the assembly line some 23 years age. Very, 
very rare are the stock cars of that vintage 
that can claim a body free from dents and 
with metal panels not rusted through either 
along the bottom of the doors or at the base 
line of the quarter panels. The owners of such 
cars, being meticulous in their care, have such 
a love for their autos that it is extremely diffi- 
cult to talk them into selling. If they will sell, 
the asking price is usually far beyond the 
resources of the average hot rodder who has 
in mind using the body only on the rod of 
his dreams. Therefore, most rod bodies are 
salvaged from wrecking yards in a sad state 
of disrepair or from behind a farmer's barn. 

Bill Walker had these facts well in mind 
when he decided to build a car. He had 
looked too long for a body in reasonable con- 
dition and ized that for the cash he had 
he would be lucky to buy anything worth 
salvaging. One fine day, however, when he 
was in a service station close to his home, he 
noticed a decrepit looking auto of doubtful 
vintage apparently rusting away to nothing 
amidst a large growth of weeds. Upon inquir- 
ing, he found out that the machine, which 
had served its original owner for many faith- 
ful years but had recently been retired from 
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Terrific downhill rake- of A pickup is dve to 
large rear tires, suicide front end. Color® of 
car, which was built in ten months, is green. 


service, was, indeed, for sale. Moreover, the 
asking. price was only $30.00. Buy it? You 
bet he did without even thinking twice or 
taking a second look at it. When he had suc- 
ceeded in wrestling the car home to his 
garage, he discovered that he was the owner 
of a slightly used, 23 year old, produce truck. 

It is to imagine the state that this car 
was in. o woul i 


3 of ea cabbages, apples 

ike? Determined to make 

his windfall, Bill gritted his teeth and set to 
the harrowing work. 

The pile of Gute gam Ste —y * to ger 
as the owner worked 
radiator, doors, pickup bed, body, zk. etc. 
Out came the ¢, transmission, rear end, 
front end, and so food. Before long the once 

roud little truck was reduced to just a 

re skeleton. 

About this time someone who was in the 
market for an A engine and transmission 
happened along and it didn’t require much 
urging on his part to have Bill unload the 
old four-barrel on him. The sale amounted to 
$15.00, thus halving Bill’s original investment 
in his rod-to-be. 

Looking over the sizeable pile of discarded 
parts, it struck Bill that it would be wise to 
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brackets, mounting pads, supports and 


Se. cae oe 6 ot cies ae 
ng a V8 engine in an A and when channel- 


a project will attest to this fact. 
When ——- a body it is, 


a complete rejuvenating, 
ing 0 Seu Foam Groce paint job. Total in 
vestment to date — $49.00 

Next came the most ex part of the 
building operation, that o Saeiee and in- 
stalling a 59 A block engine. Even with the 
ye ieht weight body, Bill decided to 

through the engine and make a few 
yl here and there. 

The cylinders were bored out to Mercury 
size, the block was both ported and relieved, 
a Howard M8 cam was installed then, to com- 
plete the project, Wiand heads were pur- 


Beautiful interior is of pleated and rolled, 


red and white Nougahyde upholstery. The floor 
carpeting was done in a harmonizing red shade. 


all 


awn 





Four-jug manifold with “fuel” carbs is used for 
drags only. Also used for racing are the seat- 
mounted tank and the pressure pump in center. 


chased along with a Lincoln Zephyr ignition 
system and the whole works assembled and 
mounted in the rod. 

With a total displacement of 239 cubic 
inches, the little car has enough punch to 
run away and hide from the majority of the 
cars it comes up against. 


The next step toward completion of the 
car involved the reupholstering phase. Out 
came the original, worn upholstery. Only 
worn you say? What there was of it was 
worn, that is. In many places there was no 
upholstery at all and the seat springs were 
visible in quite a few spots. Wanting nothing 


but the best material and workmanship 


in Les 

ly had been chan- 

neled, it was necessary to reconstruct the 

seat frames and, when this was done, cover 

them with two tone, red and white, pleated 

and rolled Naugahyde. The headliner and 

sides were done in the same manner 

and a dark red carpet was made to present a 
contrasting appearance. 

As soon as the interior was completed a 
tarpaulin of green canvas was made to cover 
the pickup bed and a matching covering for 
the insert on top of the cab. 

Chroming was kept to a minimum, because 
of the expense involved, but those items that 
were plated were restricted to interior pieces 
such as, the window frames, etc. 

To prove the worth of his machine, Bill 
sane subjected the car to the hazards in- 
volved in a 700 mile trip to Yosemite Na- 
tional Park. Loaded down with enough camp- 
ing equipment to last a week, the car trans- 
pe ae the owner and a friend through the 
mountainous territory involved. Anyone who 
hep Sonn te Ge geek eit sae 8 ee 
stamina of many a Detroit machine has reeled 
under the strain. Bill’s A buzzed through the 
ordeal with flying colors encountering no 
trouble whatsoever. 

Now that the ten month project has reached 
completion, Bill wants to sell the car and 
start on something else. Anyone interested in 
contacting him may do so by writing or 
calling to him at 507 N. Kings Road, Los 
Angeles, Calif. 


Left side of hood top is cut out for generator. 
Neat appearance of the pickup is due to careful 
workmanship on part of owner-builder Walker. 
Tarpaulin over bed and top insert are of green. 
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BARRIS 


Prior to final installation, sample stripping is 
placed over chalked layout & secured with tape. 
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Chrome trim on DeWitt's ‘50 Ford matches over- 
all styling of car, duplicates shape of padded top. 


The tapering Buick chrome installed on Marshall's 
"50 Mercury is protective as well as ornamental. 
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KORNER 


EFORE STARTING off this month it 

might be well to explain that what we 
will refer to as chrome stripping is, in reality, 
not that at all. The stripping, or moldin 
used on most late m r cars is a 
highly polished stainless steel. However, for 
the sake of simplicity we shall? herewith refer 
to it merely as chrome. 

Chrome stripping can play a very important 
part in the designing or restyling of a domes- 
tic type automobile. More harm than good 
can result from the total absence of chrome 
trim on a car having flat sided body panels. 
The stripping serves to break up the appear- 
ance of large expanses of ae and, at the 
same time, can add apparent length to a car. 

For our first wot let’s look at Chuck 
DeWitt’s 1950 Ford convertible pictured on 
this page. The strip that runs the length of 
the front fender and door is the now-famous 
spear molding of the °5]1 Buick. Extending 
for a few inches along the forward end of the 
quarter panel it joins a horizontal fender 
strip taken from a '52 Oldsmobile. A bit of 
imagination will reveal that without the com- 
bination of stripping this car would lose its 
apparent length and cease to be as sleek 
looking as it is. 

It is very important to have a certain mean- 
ing to trim design. When one sees DeWitt's 
car for the first time the eye naturally tends 
to take in the stripping as being part of the 
restyling. Notice chee the rearward taperin 
sweep of the Buick spear matches the gener: 
outline of the top of the car. That is pro- 
portioning in the true sense of the word. 

As soon as the 1953 Pontiacs made their 
appearance we felt that their side stripping 
could be put to good use on another make 
automobile. The car we had in mind was the 
Mercury convertible owned by Bob Lund. By 
turning the Pontiac strip over, we succeeded 
in matching the Mercury’s famed dip in the 
door —a sore point stylewise since its incep- 
tion in the 1949 models. 

It might also be noted in the same example 
that eral appearance effects of the new 
side } ae is overshadowed by the fact that . 
it plays a functional role as well. That is, to 
protect the body from nicks and dents 
caused by the careless motorists who love to 
swing their doors open wide after having 
parked in a space bounded on either side by 
a nice, shiny automobile. 

The third example is Dale Marshall's '50 
Merc club coupe. original Mercury strip- 
ping was discarded in favor of "47 Buick 
trim. While the Merc chrome was more or 
less flat in cross sectional appearance, the 
Buick strip is V-shaped. It tapers, too, as it 
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The importance of proper trim. 


extends rearward enhancing the apparent 
len, as well. 

desire of many enthusiasts to alter the 
chrome stripping on their cars has led to 
much confusion and resulting bad taste of 
design. This is due to the fact that while 
chrome plays a dual role on a car, it must be 

to match the general styling lines of 
the same car. Extremely narrow stripping 
would not blend in with the overall looks 
of a wide car nor would wide chrome help 
the appearance of a smaller car since it 
would cause it to appear quite cumbersome. 

It was felt that the popular Buick spear 
chrome would not harmonize with the lines 
of a '49- Oldsmobile convertible because of 
the steeply swooping downward curve that it 
presented. Therefore, by reworking the strip 
and lessening its downward curve, the desired 
result of simplicity and matched lines was 
obtained. Too, it achieved the effect of appar- 
ent lowness of the car whereas it actually has 
more than adequate ground clearance. 

The Barris ‘ee Auto Accessories of 
Hollywood has available various lengths of 
straight or curved moldings which can be 
used on practically any make or model of 
automobile. These can be cut where desired 
to fit two-door or four-door cars. An accom- 
panying illustration shows an installation of 
this chrome stripping on a °53 Ford. The 
owner has positioned the chrome at a loca- 
tion approximately two-thirds of the distance 
between the bottom of the body and the 
lower window line. The strips as sold by the 
company are symmetrical in that they have 
identically shaped tips at either end. 

The curved moldings, of the same type but 
which are curved, as sold by us can be used 
as rear fender crown moldings or as hood 
strips to cover the seam between panels. 

The installation of chrome strips, once 
style has been decided upon, is reasonably 
simple. Following the original design laid out 
on paper or on a photograph of the car, 
the stripping should be affixed to the body 
through the use of masking tape. Holes for 
mounting should not be drilled until the exact 
location has been decided upon. With the use 
of tape it is a simple matter to relocate or 
discard entirely various styles of chrome strips 
in favor of something which, in your estima- 
tion, is a little more suitable and in keeping 
with the overall appearance of the car. 

It should be stressed that while the lack 
of stripping will detract from the overall 
finished appearance of a restyled car, care 
should be exercised in the final decision of 
the moldings. Also, over-gaudiness will de- 
tract from the inherently good design of the 
American automobile. 
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Barris Kustom Auto Accessories of Hollywood is 
making ovailable the stripping on this ‘53 Ford. 





Single line of stripping serves to break up the 
otherwise broad expanse of metal on this Olds. 


Reversed ‘53 Pontiac side trim on this late Merc 
suits perfectly the contour line dip of the door. 






























Thought I'd drop you a line or two and a 
of my "41 Mercury convertible. The 
and deck have been shaved and the 

hood now has two full length airscoops. Tail- 

lights are '40 Cadillac and the headlights are 

S53 Studebaker. 

The engine is ej at present except for 


_— pe Lact upholstery, was 
Pete Amass Montreal, Quebec 





READER'S ROD 
First, a grateful word to Boe folks. I en- 
Washington 


joyed your article on the Rod 
and Custom, particularly because both of 
the cars came from near my home and be- 


seem to go unnoticed which is a shame — 
they really have some fine machines up there. 
‘Enclosed please find a car that a friend of 
mine and I built recently. Soon after it was 
finished, though, I had to sell it because I 
entered the Navy. Wonder if it is still around 
Seattle ? 
Bob Watson Pensacola, Fla. 


@ That’s a fine looking bomb, Bob. 
60 


our readers’ customs... 






I’ve been reading R & C for some time now 
and enjoy it very much. I really like to look 
at the custom cars that you feature for I am 
an avid custom fan. 

Please find a photo of my car enclosed. It 
is a "46 Mercury that I have just finished re- 

working. The grille is from a '49 Cadillac 
with °53 Ford parking lights. The headlights 
have been frenched. 

The front fenders were extended 2” in 
Saat 00 te ths allie endl tho andl ened Staak 
lid have been molded. The interior is finished 
in black and red upholstery to contrast with 
the black exterior paint job. 

The engine is a ’48 Merc. with a % cam, 
ported and relieved and with Lincoln he we 


rings. 
Tony Piccinto Vaux Hall, New Jersey 


© Looks fine, Tony, and reflects a lot of care- 
ful workmanship. 





INDIANA ALTERATION 


I have been able to get two issues of R & C 
and I think it is a wonderful, helpful little 
magazine. 

I have a ’49 Ford on which I have put Olds 
taillights. The hood and deck lid have been 
dechromed and the trunk is now electrically 
operated. My father and I made the rear 
fender skirts from sheet stock. 

Lowell Metz Shelbyville, Indiana 
ROD AND CUSTOM, December, 1953 
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I particularly enjoy your “Ten Steps To 


Customizing”. 
Howard 
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BITTERSWEET BOMB 
(Continued from Page 39) 


again, to the exterior appearance of the now 
nearly finished rod. The chrome windshield 
frame from a junked °37 Ford was chopped 
and modified until it fit the °29 cowl. 

Not finding any Ford steering wheels to 
his liking, Eugene turned to the Chrysler line 


of cars and came up with a Dodge wheel. 


The exterior of the car was further dressed 
bf by the addition of °37 DeSoto bumpers, 
i 
li 


tly narrowed, and circular Pontiac tail- 
ts. At this time it was decided that a trip 

to the upholsterers was due. 
Because Northern California is, 
cally, subjected to inclement weather, Eugene 
foresaw the need for a top, so one was built, 
padded and covered with black canvas. In- 
terior trim is a combination of brown and 


white leatherette. 


riodi- 


Pontiac taillights are set just below the outer 
trunk latches. Lacquer paint job is Bittersweet. 


59A block is ported, relieved and bored. Visible 
accessories have ali been chrome plated. Speed 
of car four years ago was slightly over 119 mph. 
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Not as functional on a street roadster as on a 
track car, nerfing bors protect the rear tires. 


Interior view reveals 1930 Buick dashboard and 
instruments. The steering wheel is from a Dodge. 


Back to the garage once again for the 
finishing touch which, in this case, was the 
om job. A little considering was necessary 

fore those concerned came up with the 


decision to paint the car what is appropri- 
ately known as “Bittersweet”. 

The owner has recently become a member 
of the Modesto, Calif. “Century Toppers” 
auto club and, together with his fine running 
rod, can almost always be seen at the club's 
many events. 
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Technical Tips 





heerlen Ging ote 0 bt of wack 
to my °32 Chevy. The way it is now, it 
— and py and nearly dies out when 
ill dual carburetors, split ex- 
a aid and a milled head give it a 
little more pep? How about with just the 
dual carbs ae split exhaust? 

m. friend ee Set my Chevy is geared too 
low. I would to know if this is true and 

if it is possible to obtain a higher ratio. 
I am just sixteen and am trying to save my 
‘or insurance on my car so I do not 
have much cash to put into the car itself. 


Frank Martin Decoto, Calif. 


° If your car acts as you say, then you had 
better check your ignition timing and the 
carburetor, sounds as though one or both 
items may need some attention. 

The addition of the items you mentioned 
would give your car a needed shot in the 
arm and should help performance a consid- 
erable amount. 

The rear end gears were engineered to 
provide the car with what the designers hoped 
would be the best all around performance. You 
neglected to mention your present gear ratio 
but it should be possible to obtain a set of 
higher gears. Suggest you check with your 
local Chevrolet dealer. Tech. Ed. 


I noticed in the June issue of R & C that 
the °47 Ford on page 17 has key locked 
ae | to operate the door solenoids. 

ve been trying to get ahold of buttons like 
these but can’t seem to find any. I wonder if 
you could inform me as to where these par- 
ticular buttons may be obtained. 


Carl Decker Denver, Colo. 


© Buttons of this type of various sizes can 
generally be obtained from a burglar alarm 
company. If not, try any good, large auto 
parts store. Tech. Ed. 


Thanks for ous such a ae De mm 
r y it every month. I have 
oa following The Ten Steps To Customiz- 





ing and found, in the third step, something 
4 is not exactly clear to me. 

Your illustration shows a suggested man- 
ner in whicha door can be sectioned. Instead 
of butting the edges of metal together, you 
suggest bending a lip inward on the upper 
and lower halves of the door, then welding 
the lips together. This is fine, but as I am 
in the process of sectioning my 49 Chevy 
two door I would like to find out how you 
expect to close the door, since the bent-in 
lip would contact the edge of the door Dn 
and keep it from closing all the way. Hope 
you will find space in your magazine to clear 
this up so that I can continue with my sec- 
tioning job. 

Jack McCann San Francisco, Calif. 


© The annoying lip that prevents you from 
closing the doors on your car can be quite 
neatly eliminated by removing it with a pair 
of tin snips. The lip-tless, one inch section 
can then be brazed or welded together. 


... AGAIN 


I have a °5O Ford two door which I am 
planning on sectioning. I have been prepar- 
ing for the jeb by rounding up the necessary 
equipment as was suggested in your series of 
articles on restyling. Now, I am ready to go 
ahead — almost! What is a “hand panel cut- 
ter” and where can one be purchased. I’ve 
tried all the auto stores around here and 
can’t seem to find anyone who even heard of 
such a thing. 

Would I be able to cut my Ford in half 
with a saw attachment than can be attached 
te an electric drill motor? 

Edward Heaney Colma, Calif. 


© The hand panel cutter referred to is also 
called a “channel cutter”. Believe that the 
Proto Tool Co. has several sizes available 
but one can be made from a short section of 
a spring leaf. Merely grind one end of the 
leaf so that it has a hook-like point. It is 
started by driving the pointed edge into the 
metal, then simply { the course de- 
sired, straight, curved or what have you. (See 
illustration.) 

The electric saw attachment works equally 


(Continued on page 66) 
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RESTYLED and 
(Continued from page 19) 


it was necessary to reshape the tips. 

With the majority of the exterior metal 
work being done, car was sent to the 
Carson Top Shop in Los Angeles for a thor- 
ough going over. Among er things, this 
meant the building, and padding, of a new 
top to conform to recently reduced height 
of the windshield. 

The seats, door and the interior of 
the top were upholstered in Royal Blue and 
Eggshell White leatherette. The dash was also 
covered, later, with similarly blue leatherette. 
The interior was completed with the chrome 
plating of the window moldings and the vari- 
ous dashboard accessories. 

i Wisely deciding against a radical lowering 
| job, Dick settled for a 3” drop in front and 
a 4” drop in the rear which, with the addition 

enough 


BACK ISSUES 


order your missing 
copies TODAY 


(— 7 


Don't miss one issue of 
information packed Rod 
and Custom — for refer- 
ence, instruction and 


























} still maintains adequate ground clearance — enjoyment. 
The appearance of the car was completed ° 
with the spraying of a 12 coat lacquer job. mes ey 
The result is an unusual shade of red attained O RAY °53...... ae 
| by mixing quantities of Mercury Bittersweet 0 AUG. '53 25¢ 
j with Cadillac Aztec Red. (0 SEPT. "53 25¢ 
With enough modification to satisfy the 0 oct. *53 25¢ 
wants of the average custom enthusiast, Dick CO NOV. ‘53... 25 FN 


| decided it still wasn’t enough for him and 
started to work on the engine. 

To begin with, the block is part of the 

car’s original equipment but has a few addi- 

tions here and there. The heads and dual 

manifold are Weiand and the latter supports 

i two Stromberg 97's. Ignition is provided by 

Harmon and Collins while the cam is a 
i Smith 260. 

The barrels were bored to 3 5/16”, the 
stroke increased to 4” and the block ported 
and relieved. The weight of the flywheel was 
reduced jo 23 lbs., Jahns 3-ring pistons were 
installed and the valves, equipped with 
heavier, Zephyr springs, were reworked to 
have a 30° seat. Th whole works was 
electronically balanced and, when it was 
finally ready to run, headers were mounted 
in place with “lakes plugs” just ahead of 
the dual, stock mufflers. 

With the 3880 lb. car completed and with 
a Columbia overdrive rear end _ installed 
(which, incidentally, was constructed from 
the parts of 3 other similar, junked units) 
it went out and surprised everyone concerned 
with a not-too-bad speed of 84 mph at the 
Santa Ana drag strip using ordinary gas. 

And, thus, as we leave Bellflower, Calif., 
| in our constant search for unusual and inter- 
esting cars, we must say farewell to Dick 

Gnadt and his singularly treated car, thank- 
ing him for bringing it to our attention. 
ROD AND CUSTOM, December, 
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MAKE BIG MONEY 


SELL SPEED EQUIPMENT 
_&. AUTO SPECIALTIES 


No Investment . .. Big Profits! 


Become ‘Mr. Hot Rod Headquarters’ in 
your townl aes ie a en en 
uli or Part Time! Sell direct! We furnish sample 
outfit! Every car owner a prospect for ‘‘Fast Sell- 
ing’ Auto Specialities, Speed, Power> Economy 
Products, Hot Rod Gadgets, Gos-Saver, Additives, 
Racing, Safety, Customizing Kits, ‘‘Hord- 
to-get'’ Hollywood Accessories, etc. — for 
all cars! It's Easy—Fun—Profitable! Write 
for *‘PROFIT PLAN" & BIG CATA. 
LOG — Send 25 to cover mailing. | 
















NEXT MONTH 


Read... 

e What Became of the 
Model T? 

@ How To Build a Streamliner 
in Three Days. 





HI-COMPRESSION 


A FRACTION OF USUAL COST 








1 
» With Extra POWER | 
i Ad & GAS ECONOMY! '| 
, Boost the Compression of 
! Your — 1 Point By i 
1 Installing . ! 
! 
COMPRESSION-RISER i 
\ HEAD GASKETS 1 
| Famous new Aimquist SOLID-COPPER 1 
1 Head Gaskets are gua: to in- \ 
crease horse a gas mileage! 
leadin, the world over! Special ! 
1 thin : gaskets increase compression up | 
j 0 &:! orb us are equivalent to milled | 
or custom Solid -Copper 
1 lemiasted or thin, like others) Guaranteed | 


proof. Easy to install! 
For any a racer, etc. 







An other a FREE 
fr oF, ie ca. CIRCULARS 
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WANTS TO ALTER HIS '37 


I have a 1937 Ford 4 door sedan that I 
would like to customize without too great an 
expense. 

iow would ’46 Chrysler ts look if 
they properly leaded A aes seen 

a °37 with these t of lights installed but 
enetan they would look very nice. 

How about some articles — preferably step 
by step —on interior customizing? 

Your magazine is a great ew po around 
here, hope you keep up the good work 
Chuck Meyer Missoula, an 


© Whether Chrysler taillights would fit in 
with the design of your car is strictly up to 
you. Chances are they would favorably alter 
the rear oe of your car rovided t 

a good job of ins m was done. 

The November issue of R & C featured an 
article on the constructing of glamorous 
plastic knobs for a dashboard. From — - 
time we will continue to cover the 
interior restyling. | oreahy Ed. 





I have a "49 Ford, 6 cylinder, with over- 
drive. I would like to rework the engine a 
little for it seems to have terrific possibilities. 
Could you ibly tell me who makes speed 
equipment for th this engine and where I could 
obtain a catalogue of the parts available? 


Carl Shaffer St. Joseph, Tl. 


© Try Nicson Engineering Co., 4546 E. 
Washington Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 


NEWLY INTERESTED READER 


At the present time I am in the Navy but 
expect to get discharged in about five months. 
I recently acquired a °39 Ford convertible 
and would like to fix it up a little but don’t 
know how or where to begin. Can you help 
me? I would also like to install a hydraulic 
brake system. 

I have only recently become interested in 
cars. I accidentally picked up a copy of 
R & C and since that time I haven’t missed 
an issue. So far, the magazine is tops and 
I’ve already learned a lot. If you could give 
me some advice on my car or tell me where 
to obtain some information I would be greatly 
appreciative. 

Bob, Knapp FPO New York City, N.Y. 


e From time to time R & C has featured 
several ’39 Fords that have been subjected to 
@ great amount of rework. Maybe you could 
get some ideas by referring to them. 

The hydraulic brakes from a °41 or later 
Ford can be used on your car with little 
difficulty. No machining will be necessary — 
just switching of parts. Tech. Ed. 
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ubrication 


at 1100' F. 


MOLY-CAPS will supply lubrica- 

tion at the melting point of alumi- 

num. Of course we don’t wish to sug- 

gest that melting pistons need lubrication 

but the super lubricating ability of MoSe 
(Molybdenum disulfide) will give you extra pro- 


tection not found in the best oils. 


Use Molybdenum disulfide the safe, inexpensive way—use 
MOLY-CAPS with your favorite oil. Why pay 
for expensive containers and compounding— 
get 3 times the moly for the same price. 
Don’t pay for unwanted oil to get the 
performance proven advantages. 

Reduce wear today with MOLY- 
CAPS. One dollar buys 
enough for three oil 
changes. 







Send $1.00 and we will ship postpaid anywhere in the U. $. 
Money back guarantee! 


peewee eee eee cae eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


OLDHOME AUTOMOTIVE LABORATORIES 
Box 41, Glendale, Calif. 


Please send me . . MOLY-CAPS for which 

1 enclose puna 

Nome_ " ssenteceisatstmncasnsaiai 
Address ‘ 
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eat Navarro performance 


Speed records are usually made with the aid of horsepower boosting 
fuel additives. Fuel additives can more than double the horsepower of a 
stock engine, but who can afford to pay $10.00 per gallon to drive around 
town? 


Navarro Heads and Manifolds not only add horsepower but will reduce 
your present fuel bill. No other investment will do more for your Ford or 
Mercury. 


FORD V8 & MERCURY Manifolds — $36.50 to $48.50 
Heads—39 through 48 $72.00 
49 through 53 $74.00 


RACING 5142 San Fernando Rd. 


Glendale 4, California 


EQUIPMENT Phone Citrus 16644 














